March 2016 Newsletter
Greetings!

The Faces of LEPS

Simple choices can make a world of difference!
Please join us for the annual Salmon Friendly Gardens Seminar, hosted by
LEPS in conjunction with the Township of Langley Grow Healthy Grow Smart
program. Grow Healthy Grow Smart aims to reduce or eliminate the use of
cosmetic pesticides and chemical fertilizers, for the benefit of salmon habitat,
wildlife, and pollinators in our community.
This years seminar has presentations provided by:
David Tracey (the Ecourbanist)- Edible Landscaping
Richard Hallman- Fruit Tree Pruning
Peter Isaacson- Natural Prevention of the European Chafer Beetle
Time: 10am to 1:30pm
Date: Saturday, March 12, 2016
Location: Township of Langley Civic Facility, Fraser River Presentation Theatre,
4th floor, 20338 65 Ave, Langley
Event is free but registration is required.
Please reserve your seat today, by emailing outreach@leps.bc.ca or calling
604.546.0338
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GM GREEN
This past month 150 students from Yorkson Creek and HD Stafford Middle
Schools joined our educators and took part in the GREEN program. The General
Motors Global Rivers Environmental Education Network (GM GREEN),
encourages a community-wide approach to help youth better understand their
impact on local watersheds.
Students participated in classroom workshops and field sessions, where they
were able to conduct water quality testing in local streams, and have begun to

This month we want to send
a special shout out to Natalia,
our hard working restoration
volunteer.
Natalia has been helping
with blackberry removal on
one of our most challenging
sites, but she never
complains and continues to
show up rain or shine! She
hopes to get into an
environmental program at
KPU in the fall.
Keep up the good work
Natalia, and thank-you!
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develop a sustainablity action plan addressing water quality
issues in Langley.
This is the second year we have partnered with GM Canada
and Earthforce to bring this program to Langley middle
schools and we are excited to work with the teachers and
students on water quality issues.
If you are interested to know more about this program check
out this press release or call Sarah, our Education Program Coordinator at 604546-0339 or education@leps.bc.ca
Special thanks to our partners GM Canada and EarthForce for supporting this
program.

Blackberry Busters Needed!
Langley has several watershed stewardship groups that
work passionately to rid natural spaces of invasive weed
species. Beginning this past month, the Glen Valley
Watersheds Society began their goal of tackling the
population of blackberry plants in the West Creek
Wetlands.
These fabulous folks will be tackling the brambles every
other Tuesday through to April.
Next dates: March 8 & 22 and April 5 & 19
This is a great opportunity to visit this sensitive wildlife area that is not yet publicly
accessible, while working with folks who are passionate about the environment.
Work gloves, tools and refreshments will be provided. Rain or shine so come
prepared for the weather, sturdy shoes are required.
Meet at the gate on the south side of 72 Ave about 400m west of 264 St. Please
park on the north side of 72 Ave.

Garbage Busters Needed
Do you dislike seeing garbage on the side of the roads?
We certainly do, so does the Yorkson Watershed
Enhancement Society. On Saturday March 5th from 9:30 to
11:30am this stewardship group is going to do something
about it and you are invited to join them.
Meet up at the intersection of 208St and 102B, they will be
heading out in all directions to pick up roadside litter.
Contact Lisa, Stewardship Coordinator for details:
stewardship@leps.bc.ca

Stewards of the Future
We recently received funding from the Lieutenant
Governor of BC through a program called Stewards of
the Future, and are working to create a new
environmental education for grade 10.
Through this project we seek to raise the awareness
with teachers and students about the threat of invasive species to our local
biodiversity. Participating classes will have the opportunity to work on removing
invasive species from a park or natural area close to their school.
For more information, or to volunteer your grade 10 class for this project, contact
our Sarah, Education Coordinator at 604.546.0339 or education@leps.bc.ca
Funding provided by the Lieutenant Governor of BC Stewards of the Future Fund.

JCP Update
Good news for our Job Creation Partnership Participants at LEPS. We are happy
to be extending our JCP participant roles until the end of April 2016!

In the fall of 2015, Kaitlyn and Meg joined us as JCP Participants. Since then, they
have been busy working on many projects here at LEPS,
including facilitating Natures Classroom sessions,
developing a classroom unit for Invasive Species
Awareness, facilitating classroom workshops, the
creation of a Lichen Monitoring Program, and every type
of outdoors field work they can get their hands dirty with.
Thank-you to the BC Government for supporting this
project!

Get Your Garden in Gear
LEPS connects home gardeners to hobby farmers
with composted manure across the Lower Mainland
through Manure Link! Get a load of compost for your
garden in time for spring planting - often for free - by
signing on to www.ManureLink.com and browsing
the ads.
Have a couple of horses yourself? Find advice on
proper composting techniques, post your own ad, and find local gardeners to use
it, all for free.
Contact Ava, Agriculture Program Coordinator with any
questions: agriculture@leps.bc.ca or 604-546-0337.

Partner News
The South Coast Conservation Program (SCCP) is
governed by a collaborative of government and nongovernment interests including the Ministry of Forest,
Lands & Natural Resource Operations, the Fraser
Valley Watersheds Coaliition, University of British
Columbia and a host of industry, local ogvernment
and resource professional advisors.
SCCPs primary objective is to coordinate and
facilitate the implementation of conservation actions
to maintain and restore species and ecological
communities at risk on the South Coast of B.C
The SCCP and Fraser Valley Conservancy along with other local partners are
hosting two upcoming workshops to launch the brand new Diversity by Design
series of habitat restoration guidebooks for species at risk.
The workshops are on March 8 & 15. Space is limited and these sessions usually
fill up fast!
For more information check them out here.

Sincerely,
Langley Environmental Partners Society

