
 

 

 

 

 

                          Langley  

                          Environmental  

                          Partners  

                          Society 
  

Annual Report 2013 



 

 

 

2 

Executive Summary 
LEPS is proud to report that the Society has continued 

in its status as a pioneer in watershed stewardship 

activities in the Lower Fraser, with numerous 

achievements over the past year and consistent 

progress on existing initiatives. The following is a 

synopsis of LEPS activities for the year 2013. 
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Agriculture Stewardship 
Black Gold: Converting Agricultural Waste into a Valuable Community 
Resource 

This project included distributing educational resources to livestock owners, identifying a 
contractor to pick-up and deliver composted manure to local community gardens, 
coordinating the pick-up and delivery of composted manure to local community gardens, 

promoting the ManureLink website and providing advertisements and articles in local 
media about the program.  
 

LEPS distributed over 500 educational materials related to Black Gold to interested 

individuals. LEPS attended the Pacific Agriculture Show and Ladner Seedy Saturday event 
with an educational booth. A presentation along with educational materials was provided 

to 25 students taking the equine production management at the University of the Fraser 
Valley.  
 

Approximately 35 yards of composted horse manure was delivered to 3 local community 

gardens with 135 garden plots having access to the composted manure. Further 
community gardens expressed interest in participating in the future and have signed up 
an account with ManureLink. 
 

There were 4 earned articles published in the Langley Advance, Equine Consumers Guide, 
Canadian Horse Journal and Country Life in BC outlining the Black Gold project and the 
benefits of on-farm composting. An additional article was published online at 

HorseJournals.com offering practical solutions to reduce the environmental impact of 
keeping horses.  
 

Seed to Plate: Community Action for a Sustainable Food System 

Sustainable Food Festival: LEPS hosted the 
Langley Eats Local Sustainable Food Festival on 
August 11th at the Langley Demonstration 

Garden. A total of 20 vendors participated in the 
event, which included producers, processors and 

food-related businesses. A sampling of vendors 
included Glorious Organics Co-op, Campbell’s 
Gold Meadery, Milner Valley Cheese, Seasonal 

56, and 3B HoneyBee. Langley Eats Local 
attracted approximately 400 attendees. Two 

well attended workshops, Container Gardening 
and All Season Gardening, were hosted in 
conjunction with the event.  
  

Farm to School Partnership: LEPS continues to 

partner with Fraser Health, Aldergrove 
Community Secondary School (ACSS) and Glorious Organics Co-op to support the Farm 

to School Program at ACSS. The project team also engaged Evergreen in the hopes of 
accessing a grant to put in an edible, native planting on the school yard. 
 

Farmers Market Ag Awareness Booth: LEPS attended the Langley Community Farmers 

Market (LCFM) monthly with an interactive educational booth aimed at increasing 
awareness of agriculture in market shoppers. Activities included a veggie match game, 

produce bingo & scavenger hunt, creating bee hats and an apple matching game.    
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Farm Fresh Bus Tour: Held in conjunction with WaterWeeks, 24 people visited four venues 

to learn about local food and why it is important to support and sustain our local growers 
and producers. Stops included the Glen valley Organic Farm Co-op, where Jeremy 

Pitchford from Pitchfork Farms led participants on a tour of this organic farm; Dave’s 
Orchard, where Dave and Sheila Ormrod led a tour of their family farm; and Milner Valley 
Cheese, where Glen and Marianne Smith provided a tour of their century-old farm and 

cheese shop, which produces a number of cheeses from milk collected from their herd of 
goats.  A local lunch of fresh corn pizza and berry milkshakes was served at Krause Berry 

Farms.  
 

Community Harvest Program 
In total, 2,028 pounds of fruit was harvested 

with 1,229 pounds donated to the Langley Food 
Bank and Gateway of Hope. The Food Bank was 

able to accept more of the fruit this year due to 
the addition of the quart containers which fruit 
was packed into by staff and volunteers. Fruit 

harvested included apples, pears, plums, 
blueberries, quince and some vegetables 

including potatoes, kale and beets. There were 
20 fruit tree owners registered with the 
program, 15 of which were harvested due to 

factors such as fruit quality, amount of fruit and 
degree of ripeness. A total of 31 volunteers 

registered with the program.  
 

Community Gardens 
  
Murrayville Community Garden: LEPS coordinated the assignment of plots at the 

Murrayville Community Garden, promoting urban agriculture and food self-reliance. All 
41 plots were assigned, and yet another waitlist was created. The edible fruit trees were 
watered, labeled and some of them were raised with additional soil to correct wet roots. 

The composting toilet was installed and operated with great success. The 11th Annual 
Township of Langley Arbour Day was held on-site, with tours of the community garden 

and restored wetland offered. The first year for the restored wetland has gone well with 
the wetland drying up completely by mid-August. This discourages bull frogs while 
offering habitat for deer, rabbits, ducks, geese, swallows and Pacific Chorus Tree frogs.  
  

Walnut Grove Community Garden: LEPS coordinated the assignment of plots at the 
Walnut Grove Community Garden promoting urban agriculture and food self-reliance. All 

43 plots were assigned with many still on the waitlist for a plot. The delivery of composted 
horse manure was well received with all of it being used in under four days! Funding 
opportunities for a replacement gazebo are being explored. The community garden 

played host to a few Seed to Plate workshops where students toured the community 
garden and planted seeds in newspaper pots while learning about the plant life cycle.  
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Habitat Restoration 
The 2012 Restoration Program focused on fish 
habitat enhancement through volunteer 

involvement in treeplanting, invasive species 
removal, and beaver exclusion projects. 
  

 

LEPS completed 24 restoration sites, planting 3,671 

native trees and shrubs streamside, and removing 
929 metres of invasive species from natural areas. 

Over 300 native plants were salvaged, and over 900 
native plants were maintained at the Native Plant 
Storage Facility.  
 

Ongoing volunteer assistance was provided by the students of Langley Christian Middle 
School who provided volunteer assistance nearly every Thursday during the school year, 
as well as participants of the Fraser Health Early Psychosis Intervention program, 

Katimavik, and also by various individuals. 
 

Bertrand Watershed Education Team (B-WET) 
B-WET’s primary goal is to enhance the natural habitat for plants and animals such as 

the red- listed Nooksack Dace and Salish Sucker along the Bertrand Creek in Aldergrove. 
In the second year of this project, B-WET accomplished much. The team provided 

streamside restoration work to landowners living along Bertrand Creek, gave Bertrand 
Creek presentations to elementary and post-secondary school students. 
 

Four of the landowner sites along Bertrand 

Creek that were previously restored in year one 
were revisited, and received maintenance work 
including invasive removal and planting.  
 

To foster private land stewardship on 
properties adjacent to Bertrand Creek, several 
new streamside residents were contacted to 

provide information regarding Bertrand Creek 
and offer streamside restoration work. Five 

new sites were selected for invasive removal 
and native planting. The streamside restoration 
work done at all nine sites included the planting 

of 1,913 plants, and the removal of 855 m² of 
invasive plants. Many volunteers assisted with 

this streamside work including volunteers from 
Quest, Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Shortreed Elementary and Trinity Western 
University, contributing over 325 man hours of volunteer time. 
 

To raise citizen awareness of watershed conservation issues, B-WET also provided 
presentations for 3 schools for 105 students and held a workshop for Trinity Western 
University students at Creekside Park. 
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Education 
LEPS has been active in providing classroom presentations and outdoor sessions to 
schools in School District (SD) 35 (Langley), as well as SD36 (Abbotsford) and SD34 

(Surrey). In 2013 we delivered over 275 classroom workshops and facilitated several 
community and community group presentations. The Education program brought 
environmental education to over 7,476 students and to countless residents in Langley. 

For a third year in a row the PAC from Belmont Elementary School booked workshops for 
the entire school, all 21 classes from k-7 received a presentation from LEPS. 
 

UBC Beyond the Classroom Practicum  

For the second year LEPS participated in the University of British Columbia’s Beyond the 
Classroom Practicum. The key purpose of the program is to have teacher candidates’ 

experience teaching and learning in a new context that provides a more holistic view of 
teaching and enhances the teacher candidate’s formal teaching experience. 3 students 
shared two separate practicum of 3 week durations where they assisted with the delivery 

of our in-class workshops and Nature’s Classroom program, as well as assisted with 
evaluation and design of several ongoing projects. 
 

Salmon in Your Schoolyard 

Salmon in Your Schoolyard continued into 2013. This unique program was designed as a 
school-wide residency program whereby students are guided through research, activities 

and projects all of which explore Salmon and Watersheds in Langley. 270 students at 2 
different schools participated. 
 

EcoKit Education Program 

The EcoKits continue to be circulated by the School District #35 Media Center. The kits 
are used by both school teachers and community groups. LEPS currently has 10 EcoKits 
available:  Agriculture; Water Conservation; Endangered Plants and Animals; Invasive 

Plants and Animals; Streams, Fish & Aquatic Habitats; Trees & Plants; Waste Reduction 
& Composting; Water, Groundwater & Watersheds; and Wildlife, Habitats & Ecosystems, 

and Exploring Langley’s Ecosystems: activities and projects for secondary students. 
 

Seed to Plate: Community Action for a 
Sustainable Food System 
In 2013, we delivered 13 workshops to 5 

classrooms, reaching 297 students. One classroom 
participated in the entire 4- part workshop series. 

Grade levels ranged from grade 2 to 6. A highlight 
for all classes participating in this series was the 

tour of Glorious Organics Co-op in Aldergrove with 
David Catzel, where students were able to pick 
salad greens and make a local meal together. 
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Nature’s Classroom  
Nature’s Classroom is a gardening education 

program developed in partnership with Envision 
Financial and Maples Discovery Gardens Co-op. 

In 2013, 6 classes from 6 Langley schools, a 
total of 160 students, attended a series of 6 
workshops at the Maples Discovery Gardens. 

Throughout the program students produced a 
total of 8 dozen heads of butter lettuce, 50 

bunches of kale, 100 pounds of potatoes, 10 
bunches of herbs, and 25 bunches of carrots, 
beets and radishes for the Langley Food Bank 

and Gateway of Hope community kitchen. There 
were 6 volunteers from the community involved 

as well as 50 parent volunteers. West Coast 
Seeds donated $600 worth of seeds for use in 
the program which was much appreciated and 

well used.  
 

WaterWeeks School Programs 
671 students in 27 classrooms received a 

water-themed workshop during WaterWeeks 
2013. 22 classes totaling 444 elementary students participated in the Water Weeks 

Colouring Competition; the winning classes from grade 1, 2, and 3 were treated to a 
classroom pizza party and had their entries on display at the Township of Langley’s Civic 
Facility. In total, 1,115 Langley students, plus associated teachers and parents were 

engaged through the school programs. 
 

Waste Reduction Week 
During Waste Reduction Week in October 2013, the Township of Langley Solid Waste 

Department provided additional subsidy for LEPS to offer additional workshops to schools 
on waste related topics. 14 classes and 337 students participated in programs on waste 

wise solutions for home and school, including the municipal recycling program, worm 
composting for the classroom and the new school district wide composting program. 
 

WaterWise 

During the summer of 2013, the WaterWise team visited seven of the Township of 
Langley’s single family neighborhoods reaching out to nearly 20,000 households. The 
WaterWise team and WaterWise volunteers were active in Brookswood, Aldergrove, Fort 

Langley, and Walnut Grove; where each neighbourhood had been previously surveyed. 
The goal was to raise public awareness of the sprinkling regulations and educate residents 

about their source of drinking water and how much water they use on a daily basis. About 
9,000 door hangers were distributed to single-family residences in Brookswood, Fort 
Langley and Walnut Grove, while specific information about Stage 3 Watering Restrictions 

was provided to Aldergrove residents.  
 

The WaterWise program and the new water conservation online survey was promoted on 
door hangers and at numerous community events and public forums. The online survey 

was used to understand resident knowledge of the WaterWise program, water 
conservation and municipal water restrictions. Of the 62 participants, the majority resided 

in Northwest Langley (54%), own (81%) a single family home (68%) and have a large 
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family (four or more individuals at 44%). Some participants were uncertain of their water 
source (31%) while the remaining participants understood if their water came from 

private wells, the Greater Vancouver Water District, Township groundwater or both. The 
majority of participants knew the Metro Vancouver sprinkling restrictions (85%) with 59% 

not watering, 26% watering one hour per week, 3% watering one hour biweekly and 2% 
watering one hour or more several times a week. 
Most participants knew they could let their lawn 

go dormant (95%) and 80% knew they only 
needed to water for one hour per week. Most 

participants indicated water conservation at the 
Township was very important (63%), 32% 
indicated water conservation was important and 

only 5% indicated that it was not very 
important. Most participants were familiar with 

the Township’s WaterWise Program (56%) with 
39% being unaware.  
 

In 2013, a lawn sign contest was held for 

Willoughby residents who took the challenge in 
2012. Contest postcards were mailed out to 

Willoughby residents encouraging them to use lawn signs and be entered in a draw for a 

rain barrel, downs spout diverter, indoor water saving kit and WaterWise giveaways. 
 

WaterWise school workshops, Water Wisdom and A Day Without Water, were delivered 
to approximately 550 students in 12 elementary schools throughout the Township of 

Langley. Public seminars about private well and septic tank maintenance were hosted 
and were well received by 42 attendees (22 for private well and 20 for septic tank). 
 

The WaterWise program attended 11 community events, 4 school events, and 9 farmers 

markets. The WaterWise display included a display board, pamphlets and giveaways, and 
a spinning “Water Trivia” wheel where prizes could be won when water-related questions 

were answered. A static WaterWise display was also used in community centers and 
libraries in Brookswood, Aldergrove, Fort Langley and Walnut Grove. 

Outreach 
The LEPS website (www.leps.bc.ca) and LEPS EcoNews (LEPS’ monthly e-newsletter) 

continue to be strong links to the community. The EcoNews highlights volunteer 
opportunities and local environmental events. In 2013, LEPS directly contacted over 750 

people per month through this email and an average of 10 new people per month joined 
our mailing list.  
 

Social media is also a strong tie to the community. By the end of 2013 we had 438 “likes” 

for our Facebook page with our most popular posts being about Langley Eats Local, 
WaterWeeks, the Langley Community Harvest Program, and the Gumboot Gala.  
 

LEPS staff presented a variety of topics in 2013 to very diverse audiences. Topics 
presented included: groundwater, water conservation, invasive species, environmental 

education, composting, gardening, and others. LEPS also exhibited our display and 
participated at 28 community events throughout the Lower Mainland and interacted with 
over 2,700 people at those events! 

https://mail.tol.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=psmceL8nrUS3D9bfgPfBI-Jq9F6FGM8I3MNFEjZcUaygDphkXEAZ3ao6G1dYHwARYu3GoOeRyMk.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.leps.bc.ca%2f
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In 2013, LEPS was fortunate to have several groups and other service providers approach 

us for volunteer opportunities including: Cummins Diesel, Stepping Stone, Memorial 
Cottage, Telus, Royal Bank, and Kwantlen Polytechnic University.  
 

Grow Healthy, Grow Smart 

In 2013, LEPS worked in conjunction with the Township of Langley on the continued 
implementation of a cosmetic pesticide education campaign.  The Grow Healthy, Grow 

Smart program encourages residents to reduce or eliminate pesticide use for cosmetic 
(non-essential, aesthetic) purposes.  The 2013, the campaign included a webpage, an 
educational handbook and carabineer-style keychains, adbars located at the grocery 

checkout, a comment form, and an educational display hosted at Township of Langley 
Recreation Centres and at community events. The Grow Healthy, Grow Smart program 

was kicked off in 2013 with the Salmon Friendly Gardens Seminar. The seminar very 
successfully drew a crowd of 67 people to learn about organic lawn care, rethinking 
weeds, and growing organic super foods.  
 

A Grow Healthy, Grow Smart display booth was exhibited nine times at local community 
events and at 5 different community centres in the Township. One hundred percent of 
the comment forms completed by residents indicated that they supported minimizing the 

use of cosmetic pesticides. 
 

The Gumboot Gala, LEPS 20th Anniversary Celebration 
In 2013, LEPS celebrated our twentieth 

anniversary, and we celebrated in style with 
a gala celebration at the Redwoods Golf 

Course called the Gumboot Gala. The 
Gumboot Gala was a huge success, we had a 
great gathering of over 100 past and present 

staff, volunteers, elected officials and 
community supporters. The event celebrated 

and recognized the contribution of staff and 
volunteer efforts towards salmon 
stewardship in Langley over the past twenty 

years. The silent auction raised funds for 
future programs and we saw generous 

contributions from local food producers for 
the locally sourced dinner. 
 

Canadian Environment Week 

For Canadian Environment Week, LEPS partnered with Langley Member of Parliament 
Mark Warawa and the LEO Club students from RE Mountain Secondary school to distribute 
free trees to Langley residents. On a Saturday morning in June, 350 Saskatoon Berry, 

350 Flowering Red Currant and 100 Big Leaf Maple seedlings were distributed to the 
public at the Langley Home Depot. LEPS also participated in the Langley Environmental 

Hero Awards. 
 

WaterWeeks Community Events 
LEPS continued its partnership with the Township of Langley’s Water Resources and 

Environment Department through the ever popular WaterWeeks program. WaterWeeks 
is a three-week series of activities and events designed to encourage active citizen 
participation in environmental stewardship. WaterWeeks 2013 included ten community 
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events such as the BC Rivers Day Festival, the Farm Fresh Bus Tour, four Dig In! 
treeplanting events, the Fraser River Voyageur Canoe Paddle, film screenings, nature 

walks and school programs. In total, over 1,600 residents were engaged through 
WaterWeeks! 

Langley Demonstration Garden 
This year has been a milestone in the development of the Langley Demonstration Garden, 

celebrating and settling into our new permanent location on Fraser Highway, inside the 
beautiful Derek Doubleday Arboretum after 20 years on 221st street. While participation 

has been challenged by the logistics of moving, responses to the new Garden have been 
unanimously positive and its popularity is quickly recovering from the transition. 
 

The team this summer consisted of the Garden Coordinator, Ava Shannon, and the 

Assistant Gardener, Danielle Hamel, who worked together to deal with the unique 
demands of the new location, such as water and various infrastructures; we especially 

appreciated the help of our volunteers through this. The 

Garden Educator was Emily Huang, who planned and ran 
EcoExplorers and the children’s activities at our events. 
 

This season the Garden offered 7 Green Home and Garden 

workshops, attended by about 57 adults and children with 
topics centred around empowering families and community 

members to grow, preserve and compost their own healthy 
food. The Garden also offered 17 Eco Explorers day camps, 

which were attended by a total of 155 children. For both 
series, we found a great need for more exposure than in 
previous years, via advertising or distribution of flyers and 

posters. 
 

This was also a challenge for the events we hosted: the 
Garden Opening, 2 “Picnics in the Park”, and the annual 

Blackberry Bake-Off / Open House. Rather than only two 
high-volume events, we found more success with several 

smaller events, and we enjoyed great responses, especially 
to the introduction of live music and periodic barbeques. The Garden Opening included 
workshops on worm composting, while at the Picnics we offered tours of the new site. 

Activities for children were always offered, in conjunction with local music geared towards 
young adults, featured in flyers we distributed at the Farmers’ Markets and local cafes.  
 

The Blackberry Bake-Off seemed to benefit the most from the new larger site, enjoying 

ample space for parking and set up for many different activities including several 
children’s crafts, a mini-farmers’ market, and of course the bake-off tasting, all attended 

by about 250 people. Again, exposure and signage for the new site has been the challenge 
in bringing people in, though the new Garden is much better able to handle the large 
volumes. 
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Numbers of daily visitors this season have been 
limited by the lower accessibility of the new site 

to local pedestrian traffic, a very different 
situation from the old site. As it comes to 

people’s attention, though, many community 
members are starting to use the Arboretum as 
a site for dog-walking, cycling, and jogging. We 

have always engaged with those who passed 
through or by the Garden, readily explaining its 

purpose and the different programs and events 
we offer. 

Watershed Stewardship 
The volunteers of Langley’s Watershed Stewardship community continue to assist LEPS 

in reaching its goals. They tirelessly plant trees and willow whips, host informational 
meetings, put up posters, enhance local salmon populations, arrange meetings with 

municipal staff, remove invasive species, pick up garbage, submit articles and photos to 
our local papers, and continue to maintain good working relationships with municipal staff 
as  they endeavor to help LEPS in achieving its fullest potential. Stewardship group 

members volunteered 456 hours this year and they encouraged their local community 
members to volunteer 218 hours.   
 

LEPS continues to provide direct coordination services for the Bertrand Creek 

Enhancement Society, Glen Valley Watersheds Society, Little Campbell Watershed 
Society and Yorkson Watershed Stewardship Committee. When required, LEPS also 

provides support to the Nicomekl Enhancement Society, Salmon River Enhancement 
Society and Langley Field Naturalists.  
 

Through LEPS, the stewardship groups get additional promotion of their events and 

volunteer opportunities. Having access to the LEPS EcoNews e-newsletter and social 
media platforms stewardship groups are able to spread the word about stream clean ups, 
and riparian planting projects. 
 

Bertrand Creek Enhancement Society 
BCES continues to support school based environmental clubs in Aldergrove such as 
Shortreed Elementary’s Eco Tigers and Parkside Elementary’s Environmental Science 

Investigators, once again there were over 120 students involved in the clubs in 
Aldergrove.  
 

One community clean-up was held in September as part of the Great Canadian Shoreline 

Clean-up, with 2 truckloads (over 300lbs) of garbage taken away. Once again the BCES 
is happy to note that garbage accumulation in the creek still appears to be on the decline 

thanks to everyone that has dedicated time and worked so hard over the years to pull so 
many layers of garbage out.  
 

The BCES is continuing to take on invasive plants through their education and outreach, 

this year they designed a handout for residents of Aldergrove that have Japanese 
knotweed growing on or around their private property.  The handout was so well received 
residents in other watersheds asked for the information to hand out to friends’ 

neighbours. 
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Visibility in the community is very important to BCES members. The group participated 

in community events this year like the Aldergrove Christmas Parade, Spring Time Sensory 
Tune-up with Metro Vancouver Parks and our community clean-up.  The BCES continue 

to play an active role in the development of the Aldergrove Community Garden.  
 

Glen Valley Watersheds Society 
Another successful year for the Glen Valley Watershed Society! The 10th Annual Spring 

bird count this year was attended by 18 volunteers who counted 3629 individual birds 
and 76 species including, for the first time recorded, a Barn Owl.  
 

The society also participated in community outreach events such as the Bradner May Day 
Parade handing out hundreds of packages of the “Three Sisters” – beans, pumpkins and 

corn.  GVWS also attended BC Rivers Day Celebrations and participated in WaterWeeks 
activities providing the always popular walking tour of West Creek Wetlands.  
 

With a strong education and outreach focus the GVWS attended four community events, 

hosted seven of their own events and sent out one community bulletin. 
 

The GVWS held their annual release of 25,000 Chum salmon into West Creek.  They also 
hosted a clean-up in the West Creek Wetlands with Metro VancouverParks staff, and 

hosted four tours through it as well.   
 

GVWS is continuing to test water quality in their creeks to establish baseline information 
on stream quality. 
 

Little Campbell Watershed Society  
The partner organizations of the LCWS (Semiahmoo Fish and Game Club, A Rocha 
Canada, Friends of Semiahmoo Bay) continue to come to the table and offer opportunities 

to share and support each other.  
 

Always concerned about water quality and quantity in the Little Campbell river the LCWS 
continued a water quality monitoring program funded by the Township of Langley in 

partnership with the City of Surrey to test for coliforms in our creek, several areas were 
identified as very high and letters were later mailed out to the surrounding landowners 

about the issues and possible causes. LCWS continues to submit letters to the City of 
Surrey about development in their watershed as part of their successful referral process. 
LCWS participated in the Campbell Valley Park Association and the visitors center’s 

themed weekends as ways to spread the word about the group and all the work being 
done. In addition, LCWS had a public presence through four community events for Metro 

Vancouver, City of Surrey and Township of Langley. 
 

Yorkson Watershed Stewardship Committee  
YWSC hosted seven events including a salmon release, community clean-up and spawner 

surveys and a salmon dissection. One truckload of garbage were removed from our 
ravines, an excellent testament to the hard work of the YWSC over the past few years to 
manage litter in the watershed.  50,000 Chum salmon were released in to Yorkson Creek 

at our annual fish release.   
 

Invasive species removals, garbage clean-ups, fish salvages, community events and their  
‘working meetings’ have reached out to hundreds of members of the community through 

people passing by and coverage in the local papers.  
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This year the completion of our Community Art installment in cooperation with Walnut 
Grove Secondary School, and Township of Langley was presented as a beautiful mural to 

the community of Walnut Grove.  The unveiling was attended by many community 
members and municipal staff and council and was presented in memory of the late Susan 

Kovach, a teacher and founding member of the YWSC.  The mural was quickly destroyed 
by vandals but there are ideas to reinstall the mural so it won’t be taken down again.  
  

An exciting new partnership sprung up with staff of Cummins Diesel, they are working 

with LEPS and YWSC to control invasive plants and clean-up Derby Hills Park.  The YWSC 
looks forward to many years in the future with this hard working group to enhance this 
beautiful piece of the Yorkson Creek Watershed. 

Summer Youth Eco-Crew  
LEPS hosted a summer youth employment initiative promoting watershed stewardship 
and habitat enhancement, funded by the City of Langley. A key aspect of the program 
was to introduce local youth to environmentally sustainable practices and to instill a 

stewardship mentality through education, increased awareness and a sense of community 
ownership. 
 

The program employed five youth (1 leader and 4 crew members) consisting of post- 

secondary and high school students, from 
April to September, devoted to the 

restoration of natural areas and the public 
promotion of environmental stewardship 

and sustainability. 
 

The project provided significant 
environmental and social benefits to the 
City of Langley through the protection and 

enhancement of its urban watersheds, 
education of its residents and 

employment of local youth. The Crew 
attended a variety of events to educate 

the public on multiple stewardship 
initiatives. Some of those events included 
the Langley Community Farmers Market, 

Langley Community Day & Parade and 
Aboriginal Day Celebrations. Over 550 

give-aways and brochures were handed out at these events. 
 

Crew members removed over 140 cubic metres of invasive species from City parks and 
green spaces and planted over 170 plants. The crew received various employability and 

life skills, such as First Aid, WHMIS, Streamkeepers, conflict resolution, True Colours 
personality awareness testing among others. 
 

The crew also assisted with other LEPS projects where ever help was needed: Community 

Harvest Program, EcoExplorer Day camps, general field maintenance and projects.
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The LEPS Staff  
Full Time 2013 Staff Biographies 

Nichole Marples- Executive Director 

Nichole has been with LEPS since 1998. Nichole holds 

eighteen years of experiential learning in watershed 
stewardship, community involvement, environmental 

education, event coordination and organizational 

management.  
 

Lonnie Prouse – Financial Officer 

Lonnie has been with LEPS since 2001. She completed 

a B.A from the University of Victoria in Political Science 

and Environmental Studies. Lonnie was the LEPS 
Executive Director from 2001- 2008. 
 

Lisa Dreves – Stewardship Coordinator 

Lisa has been with LEPS since 1998. She has 
coordinated the mapping of six watersheds in Langley, 

and completed the Township of Langley Watercourse 

Classification Project. Lisa coordinates 4 volunteer 
stewardship groups, and oversees LEPS’ invasive 

species projects. She is a graduate technician and 
holds a diploma in Environmental Protection 

Technology. 
 

Dave Sam - Restoration Coordinator 

Dave has been with LEPS since 1996. In that time he 

has been involved in an extensive list of restoration 

and enhancement projects. Dave directs LEPS’ field 
projects and acts as a resource for all field personnel. 

Before joining LEPS Dave worked as a 
carpenter/foreman and spent 12 years as the housing 

manager for the Sto:lo nation in Chilliwack. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Atherton – Education Coordinator 

Sarah joined LEPS in 2007. Sarah has a B.Sc. in 

Coastal Management and many years experience as 
an informal environmental educator. Sarah is 

passionate about sharing her understanding of 
environmental stewardship and empowering children 

to be enthusiastic about nature. 
 

Stephanie Captein– Agriculture Program 

Coordinator 

Stephanie joined LEPS in 2011. She obtained her 

B.Sc. in Environmental Sciences from the University 
of Guelph majoring in Ecology with an emphasis in 

Water Resources. Stephanie is a Biologist in Training 

through the BC College of Applied Biology, an Articling 
Agrologist with the BC Institute of Agrologists and is 

a certified Bee Master. 
 

Nicolas Walser- Youth Eco-Crew Coordinator 

Nicolas joined LEPS in 2010 bringing with him a varied 

background in building technology, park maintenance 
& operations, non-profit administration and the 

marine industry. He is currently working on a 
Bachelors of Applied Science in Sustainable 

Agriculture at Kwantlen. 
 

Kim Greenwood- Special Projects Coordinator 

Kim has been with LEPS since 2005. She obtained her 

Environmental Geography degree with a minor in 

Biology from UBC. Kim is editor of the LEPS EcoNews 
monthly newsletter and coordinates public outreach 

and volunteer programs. 
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LEPS Staff 2013 
Many part-time and seasonal staff support the work of our full time employees. 

Carol Heuman, Administrative Assistant 

Ava Shannon, Demonstration Garden 

Coordinator 

Emily Huang, Demonstration Garden 

Educator 

Danielle Hamel, Demonstration Garden 

Assistant 

Lindsay Roberts, Trina Chan, Sarah 

Carlson WaterWise  

Taylor Robbins, Sarah Gleboff, Alex 

Boldt, Mequel Marriot, Summer Youth 

Eco-Crew 

Ashley Aune, Project Support 

Celeste Paley, Job Creation Partnership 
LEPS Staff, Summer 2013 

The Board of Directors 
LEPS Board of Directors for 2013

 

Tracy Stobbe, Chair; Dick Bunbury, Treasurer; Leslie Kristoff, Secretary;  

Lionel Pandolfo, Vice Chair; George Feddes, Director; Bob Puls, Director;  

David Jordan, Director; Jenn Calado, Director; Kevin Larsen, Township of Langley Representative 
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Thank you to our Funders! 
 British Columbia Agriculture Council/ARDCorp, Agriculture Environment Fund  
 BC Ministry of Housing and Social Development, Job Creation Partnership 
 BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch, Community Gaming Grant 
 BC Ministry of Environment 
 BC Waste and Water Association, Drinking Water Week 
 City of Langley 
 Environment Canada, EcoAction and Science Horizons 
 ECO Canada 
 Envision Financial 
 Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Habitat Stewardship Program 
 Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation 
 Home Depot Canada Foundation 
 Metro Vancouver, Agriculture Awareness Grant 
 Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, PromoScience 
 Pacific Salmon Foundation 
 Service Canada, Canada Summer Jobs  
 RBC Blue Water Project 
 TD Friends of the Environment Foundation 
 Township of Langley 
 United Way of the Lower Mainland, Food for All 
 Vancity, Community Project Grant 
 Vancouver Foundation 
 and a very special Thank You to our individual donors! 
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Support Environmental Projects 

in your Community 

ACT LOCALLY!    GET INVOLVED! 

LEPS is helping to improve the natural environment and your community.  We need 

your help to achieve the best results! 

LEPS is a unique, non-profit partnership organization 
which provides a bridge between community, business 
and government.  

As a leading environmental organization in the Fraser 

Valley for over nineteen years, LEPS actively partners 
with local environmental stewardship groups to engage 
the public in a variety of initiatives that contribute to a 

healthy community.  

LEPS protects and restores the natural environment 
through education, cooperation and action, and fosters a 

balanced approach to sustainable living.  

Our activities are primarily focused on Environmental 
Education and Community Outreach, Habitat 

Conservation and Restoration, Agricultural Stewardship, 
Community Stewardship, Mapping and Data Collection, 
and Wildlife Conservation.  

Consider becoming a member of LEPS, or joining our 
Board of Directors.  With the active support of the community, LEPS has the ability to make 
real change in Langley and beyond.  Get on board and add your voice to ours!   

You can also get involved in helping protect and restore the environment of Langley by 

making a tax-deductible donation. Direct support from those who value LEPS’ work is critical 
to our continued success. Through supporting LEPS, you will be contributing to practical and 

cooperative solutions to environmental issues in Langley and beyond. By helping LEPS 
conserve and restore habitat, map ecosystems, implement sustainable agriculture, monitor 
and protect wildlife, and raise public awareness – you will be furthering a unique community 

environmental partnership. 

604-532-3511    leps.bc.ca     LEPSLangley       LEPS_Langley 

http://www.leps.bc.ca/
http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gallinet.com/images/icons/117037-matte-blue-and-white-square-icon-business-phone-solid.png&imgrefurl=http://www.gallinet.com/Gallinet_contact_Us.htm&h=512&w=512&sz=42&tbnid=7JJvY_SRgkX0JM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&prev=/search?q%3Dtelephone%2Bicon%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=telephone+icon&usg=__FHZfUh9oBcu-wqN0vN8qHkw4pAk=&docid=RaOXmiBpgnlxKM&sa=X&ei=qWMmUu64N6bRiwKyk4CIAg&ved=0CGQQ9QEwEQ&dur=0
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Langley-BC/LEPS/45135392279
http://twitter.com/leps_langley
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Langley’s Stewardship Groups 
Langley has several stewardship groups partnered with LEPS and dedicated to the 
preservation and enhancement of Langley’s Watersheds. LEPS assists Langley’s groups with 

technical, logistical and funding support and helps them expand their capacity by networking. 
LEPS acts as a central resource centre for both the stewardship groups and the general 

public. Each year LEPS provides information and answers queries from hundreds of Langley 
residents. 
 

We encourage you to locate the group in your area and contribute your energy! 
 

Little Campbell Watershed Society 
www.lcws.ca 

 
Nicomekl Enhancement Society 
www.nicomeklhatchery.com 
 
Yorkson Watershed Stewardship Committee 
www.ywsc.ca 
 
Salmon River Enhancement Society 
www.salmonriver.org 
 
Glen Valley Watersheds Society 
www.gvws.ca 

 
Bertrand Creek Enhancement Society 
www.bertrandcreek.ca 
 
Langley Field Naturalists  
www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lcws.ca/
http://www.nicomeklhatchery.com/
http://www.ywsc.ca/
http://www.salmonriver.org/
http://www.gvws.ca/
http://www.bertrandcreek.ca/
http://www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org/
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LANGLEY ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERS SOCIETY 

 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

 

DECEMBER 31, 2013 

 

 

ASSETS 

 

Current:               2013 

   

Cash and cash equivalents           $234,253  

Accounts receivable             83,844 

HST recoverable             3,052  

Supplies on hand             22,408        

 

                 343,557 

        

 

Capital (Note 2)              39,800  

 

                 $383,357        
 

 

 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

 

Current:  

 

Wage and employee deductions payable        15,432  

Deferred Revenue             33,617 

 

                 49,049  

 

Net Assets: 

 

Net assets invested in capital assets         39,800 

Unrestricted net assets            294,508 

 

                 334,308  

  

                 $383,357  
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LANGLEY ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERS SOCIETY 

 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND NET ASSETS 

 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2013 
 

 

 

Revenues:       General Account    Gaming Account    Total 

Grants        $131,415              131,415 

Community Gaming Grant           40,000       40,000 

Contracts       387,214               387,214  

Township of Langley    69,493               69,493 

Foundations      47,014               47,014 

Training       9,294               9,294 

Interest        987        17        1,004 

Donations       3,189               3,189  

Miscellaneous      7,068               7,068 

       

TOTAL       $655,674      $40,017              $695,691 

       

Expenditures:      General Account    Gaming Account 

Wages and benefits     $426,680      20,000       446,680 

Contracted Services     18,790               18,790 

Computer Hardware/Software/IT  

Equipment        23,367               23,367 

Materials and Supplies    15,952               15,952 

Automotive       22,199               22,199 

Amortization      14,439               14,439 

Public Education     85,465                 85,465 

Conference, Seminars and training 15,475               15,475 

Administrative costs    4,200               4,200 

Advertising and promotion   10,260               10,260 

Deferred Revenue     13,600       20,017       33,617 

Tax expense      8,721               8,721 

Insurance       1,150               1,150 

 

TOTAL       $660,298      $40,017                 $700,315 

       

General Account       

Excess of Revenue over Expenditures  -4,624 

 

Gaming Account 

Excess of Revenue over Expenditures  0 

 

Net Assets, beginning of year    338,932 

  

Nets Assets, end of year     $334,308   
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LANGLEY ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERS SOCIETY 

 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

DECEMBER 31, 2013 
 

 

1. Organization: 

 

Langley Environmental Partners Society was incorporated in British Columbia on August 5th, 1993.  The 

Society is a registered charity under the Income Tax Act.   

 

2. Capital Assets: 

 

Amortization of equipment is provided using the declining balance method at a 20% rate and at a 30% rate for 

computer hardware.  Amortization has been taken this year on the vehicles to reduce net book value to agree 

with estimated market value. 

 

Cost  Accumulated   2013    

Amortization  Net   

 

Equipment      $26,379  $24,912    $1,467 

Computer hardware   29,892  8,967    20,925   

Vehicles     52,318  34,910    17,408  

$108,589 $68,789    $39,800    

 

3. Deferred Revenue: 

 

Revenue related to expenditures of future years is not recognized as revenue in the year but is recorded as 

deferred revenue. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


