Langley
Environmental
Partners
Society

Annual Report 2011

LEPS ANNUAL REPORT 2011
Table of Contents
Program Updates
Agricultural Stewardship
Restoration
Education
Outreach
Demonstration Garden
Watershed Stewardship
Skills Link Projects
The Staff
The Board of Directors
Recognizing our Supporters
Get Involved and Stewardship Groups
Financial Statements 2011

3
3-5
5-6
6-7
8-9
9-10
10-12
12-14
15
16
17
18-19
20-23

2

LEPS 2011:
2011:
A Year in Review
Program Updates
LEPS is proud to report that the Society has continued in its status as a pioneer in watershed
stewardship activities in the Lower Fraser, with numerous achievements over the past year and
consistent progress on existing initiatives. The following is a synopsis of LEPS activities for the
year 2011.

Agricultural Stewardship
Manure Management for Small-Lot Farmers
LEPS provided assistance to 4 landowners through on-site consultations for manure and pasture
management specific to their property. A total of 1 manure compost systems was constructed
and 1 small-lot farmer conducted on-farm environmental conservation for streamside protection
and restoration with LEPS’ assistance. In total, 5 manure education workshops were presented
across BC by the Manure Maiden and various Manure Mavens.
439 Land Management Guides for Horse Owners and Small-Lot Farmers were sold at community
events and local tack and feed shops. 45 landowners contacted the Manure Maiden with
questions or concerned related to manure and pasture management.
The Manure Maiden & Manure Link websites were updated and combined into one site with a
fresh template and improved functions. There were a total of 1,281 visitors to the website.
Advertising and highlighted spotlights for Manure Link ran in the Equine Consumer Guide,
Canadian Horse Journal, Horse Council of BC e-newsletters and LEPS newsletter reaching an
estimated 69,300 people.
The manure education display booth was exhibited at community outreach events including the
Lower Mainland Quarter Horse Bazaar, Surrey GardenFest, Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows
Agricultural Fair, The Mane Event and the HCBC’s Equine Education Conference.
Seed to Plate: Community Action for a Sustainable Food System
Workshops: In 2011, we delivered 6 workshops to 4 classrooms, reaching 102 students. One
classroom participated in the entire 4- part
workshop series. Grade levels ranged from grade
1 to grade 6. Community gardeners were involved
in the workshop by helping students plant broccoli
transplants and giving tours of the plots at the
community garden.
Throughout 2011 a total of 6 local food workshops
were delivered with the following topics: Backyard
Composting, Backyard and Balcony Bounty,
Pollinator Power, Summer Pruning, Organic Baby
Food and Can it! Food Preservation.
Sustainable Food Festival: LEPS hosted the
Sustainable Food Festival on August 6th, 2011 at Driediger Farms Market. A total of 21 vendors
participated in the event, which included producers, processors and food-related businesses. A
sampling of vendors included Good Roots Farm, Glorious Organics Co-op, Campbell’s Gold
Meadery, Lotus Land Vineyard, Johnston’s and Suburban Spoon. The Sustainable Food Festival
attracted approximately 1,200 participants.
3

Farm to School Partnership: The Farm to School Program aims to connect farms with school
cafeterias and classrooms to support local food production, create a connection with the farmer,
help reduce our carbon footprint and promote long term healthy eating habits by increasing
student access to local fruit and vegetables. LEPS partnered with Fraser Health, Aldergrove
Community Secondary School (ACSS) and Glorious Organics Co-op to start a Farm to School
Program at ACSS. The program was launched in September 2011 with the cafeteria serving local
produce and Glorious Organics Co-op mentoring the Sustainable Resources class.
Farm Fresh Bus Tour: On October 3, 28 members of the public (26 adults, 2 children) plus one
LEPS staff visited four venues to learn about local food and why it is important to support and
sustain our local growers and producers. Stops included Fraser Common Farms Co-op, where
David Catzel from Glorious Organics led participants on a tour of the organic farm while
participants harvested a Celebration Salad (which was served for lunch); Vista D’Oro Farms and
Winery, where owner Patrick Murphy led participants on a tour, highlighting sustainable
agriculture and water management practices used on their farm; and Milner Valley Cheese,
where Glen and Marianne Smith provided a tour of their century-old farm and cheese shop,
which produces a number of cheeses from milk collected from their 60-head herd of goats. Our
lunch host was the Garden to Table project at St. Dunstans Church in Aldergrove, which sees
community members involved in growing food in an on-site
community garden and preparing the produce weekly in their
community kitchen. This event reached full capacity within two days
of advertising, and has a wait list of over twenty people.
Community Harvest Program
In 2011, there were 11 fruit tree owners registered for the program
and 8 volunteers that actively picked fruit for the program. There
were 15 volunteers registered in total however with varying
availabilities, fruit preferences and locations not all were able to
actively volunteer. In total, 1,185 pounds of fruit was harvested with
1,060 pounds donated to the Langley Food Bank and Gateway of
Hope. Fruit harvested included pear apples, apples, red plums and
yellow plums.
Flowing Artesian Well Pilot Project
LEPS was contracted to coordinate the field survey and public
education component of a pilot project aimed at verifying the
location and current state of flowing artesian wells in Langley. This project stems from
Recommendation 7 of the Township of Langley’s Water Management Plan (WMP) which aims to
“identify flowing artesian wells and make sure they are stopped or brought under control”.
Community Gardens
Murrayville Community Garden: LEPS coordinated the assignment of allotment plots at the
Murrayville Community Garden, promoting urban agriculture and food self-reliance. All 41 plots
were assigned, and yet another waitlist was created. The Murrayville Community Garden
Association has a few dedicated gardeners that are willing to put their time and effort into
communal activities and meet monthly. The annual Friends &
Family Day BBQ and tour of Vancouver Community Gardens
was a success and enjoyed by many gardeners. Compost and
bark mulch were supplied to the garden.
Walnut Grove Community Garden: LEPS coordinated the
assignment of allotment plots at the Walnut Grove Community
Garden for 2010, promoting urban agriculture and food selfreliance. All 43 plots were assigned with many still on the
waitlist for a plot. Approximately 40 new landscape ties were
purchased to assist the gardeners with replacing old,
deteriorating garden borders.
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Aldergrove Community Gardens: The garden officially opened in Spring 2011. All 16 garden
plots were filled from the beginning which speaks volumes for the popularity for the community
garden concept. A waitlist has been established. Two workshops on gardening and sustainability
were provided for garden members by renowned local gardener Sharon Hannah. The ‘BCES
Stump’ was reshaped and planted with native plants such as salal, Oregon grape and wild
strawberries. During the course of the year a garden shed and 15 additional plots were built.
These plots were filled with soil with the help of community volunteers. Composted horse
manure was provided to gardeners to naturally fertilize their gardens. The garden, through the
Aldergrove Neighborhood Services and the Bertrand Creek Enhancement Society applied for and
received over $10,000 in funding to build the plots and the shed in addition to buying soil, plants
for the BCES Stump and basic gardening tools. Some of the funds were designated for garden
workshops. Funders included: Home Depot Canada Foundation, TD Friends of the Environment
Fund, Township of Langley and Terasen Warm Hearts Charitable Foundation.

Restoration
The 2011 Restoration Program focused on invasive species removal, beaver exclusion, volunteer
coordination, fish habitat enhancement, and planting contracts.
LEPS completed a number of contracts for the Township of Langley, including blackberry
removal and replanting along Bertrand Creek in Vanetta Park and Riparian Compensation
Planting projects on seven sites. Over 2,000 native streamside trees and shrubs were planted.
Thousands of trees were protected from wildlife damage, through beaver caging on sites at
Airport Creek, West Creek, Bertrand Creek, North Creek, and Latimer Creek.
Project maintenance concluded at the Golden Ears Bridge and North Creek planting sites. At a
blackberry control project in Agassiz, 22,000 square metres of riparian area was cleared, in
conjunction with the Habitat Stewardship Program Species at Risk project.
184 square metres of invasive species were removed at
numerous locations throughout Langley in conjunction with
the YEAH crew, and over 400 square metres of hogweed
was removed from various locations throughout Langley. In
total, LEPS crews and volunteers restored over 6560 square
metres of land on 25 separate restoration sites. Over 900
native plants were salvaged from 3 sites and maintained at
the Native Plant Storage Facility.
Ongoing volunteer assistance was provided by the students
of Langley Christian Middle School who provided volunteer
assistance nearly every Thursday during the school year, as
well as participants of the Fraser Health Early Psychosis
Intervention program, and also by various individuals.
Bertrand Watershed Education Team (B-WET)
In July 2011, LEPS kicked off a new program entitled B-WET. With funding received from
Vancity, the Real Estate Foundation and the
Vancouver Foundation, B-WET’s primary aim is to
highlight the current state of Bertrand Creek and
find 5 potential sites to provide streamside and
habitat restoration work. The goal is to create
diverse habitat for plants and animals such as the
red- listed Nooksack Dace and Salish Sucker to
name a few.
Much of the project planning and coordination took
place in the fall of 2011. In November and
December the B-WET team contacted 150 residents
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who live directly along Bertrand Creek. The team was seeking to establish relationships with
potential owners who would allow them to return in the spring of 2012 to provide streamside
restoration work. This project is ongoing and a full report will be provided next year.
LEPS was recognized by the Real Estate Foundation of BC and awarded the Water Stewardship
Endowment for 2011, for the B-WET project. A YouTube video was produced and premiered at
the REFBC Land Awards Gala.

Education
LEPS has been active in providing classroom presentations and outdoor sessions to schools in
the Langley School District. In 2011, we delivered over 185 classroom workshops and facilitated
several community and community group presentations. The Education program brought
environmental education to over 5,728 students and to countless residents in Langley.
Salmon in Your Schoolyard continued into 2011. This unique program, which is part of our Think
Salmon initiative, was designed as a school-wide residency program whereby students are
guided through research, activities and projects all of which explore Salmon and Watersheds in
Langley. 599 students at 4 different schools participated in 2011.
The EcoKits continue to be circulated by the School District #35 Media Center. The kits are used
by both school teachers and community groups. LEPS currently has 10 EcoKits available:
Agriculture; Water Conservation; Endangered Plants and Animals; Invasive Plants and Animals;
Streams, Fish & Aquatic Habitats; Trees & Plants; Waste Reduction & Composting; Water,
Groundwater & Watersheds; and Wildlife, Habitats & Ecosystems, and Exploring Langley’s
Ecosystems: activities and projects for secondary students.
In conjunction with the Township of Langley’s Solid Waste Department and the Langley
Demonstration Garden, the education team delivered public worm composting workshops on
behalf of the, completing a total of 5 worm workshops attended by 60 people.
The Langley Blue Challenge
In April, 29 groups of students from HD Stafford Middle School
participated in the Blue Challenge and put their creative abilities
to work creating short films about water issues in British
Columbia. The top eight films were shown at a special screening
hosted at the Fraser River Presentation Theatre at the Township
of Langley Civic Facility.

In 2011, two new initiatives were launched by the LEPS Education Team,
Nature’s Classroom and Idling Gets you Nowhere.
Nature’s Classroom
Nature’s Classroom is a gardening education program developed in
partnership with Maples Discovery Gardens Co-op and Envision Financial. In
2011, 6 classes from 3 Langley schools, a total of 165 students, attended a
series of 6 workshops at the Maples Discovery Gardens. Students learned the
basics of gardening, the importance of eating healthy local food, how to care
for their local watershed, and the value of social responsibility. At the end of
the program, potatoes grown by the students were harvested by LEPS staff
members and donated to the Langley Food Bank.
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Idling Gets You Nowhere
The Idling Gets you Nowhere (IGYN) program was launched in the fall of 2011 and continued
into the beginning of 2012. The IGYN program was modeled on the Township of Langley’s
successful anti-idling campaign which targeted rail crossings and drive-thru restaurants. The
purpose of the campaign is to improve the health of individuals, communities, and the
environment by reducing vehicle emissions. The focus of the program was vehicle idling around
schools. Baseline data about vehicle idling was collected at each school, then a parent outreach
campaign was conducted by LEPS staff members and volunteers, schools also received antiidling signage for parking areas and a total of 25 in-class workshops about climate change were
delivered. A total of 10 Langley schools participated in the IGYN program. There was an average
reduction in vehicle idling of 20% at the participating schools and an estimated 4266 people
were contacted about the hazards of idling vehicles.
WaterWise
During the summer of 2011, the Water Wise program focused on the Murrayville community
reaching out to 1700 single family homes. The Water Wise staff along with volunteers
conducted door-to-door visits providing information on Langley’s local drinking water and
encouraging residents to partake in Water Conservation Challenge. The Water Conservation
Challenge was promoted through a community-based social marketing technique that
emphasized on sustainable outdoor water use particularly lawn sprinkling. The 2011 challenge
encouraged residents to ‘Go Golden’ (not watering their
lawn) as the most sustainable behaviour. If households were
inclined to water, they were asked to pledge to limit lawn
watering to ‘1 hour/1 inch per week’ as necessary.
During door-to-door visits residents that participated in the
Water Conservation Survey were provided with information
about the Water Wise program. Further when a resident
pledged to partake in the Challenge by either watering ‘1
inch/1 hour per week’ or ‘Going Golden’ they received a lawn
sign to acknowledge their participation in the Challenge;
additionally gold star stickers were placed on residents’ lawn
signs to recognize their commitment in forgoing lawn
watering altogether.
Out of the 1700 homes, 561 surveys were collected and of
those surveys 484 took part in the Water Conservation
Challenge – an 86% success rate. Of the 484 residents that
agreed to partake in the Water Conservation Challenge, 264
households pledged to limit their lawn watering to ‘1 hour/ 1
inch per week’ and the remaining 220 households pledged to forgo lawn watering altogether by
‘Going Golden.’

Outreach
The LEPS website (www.leps.bc.ca) continues to be a strong link to the community. Thousands
of people worldwide visit our site! LEPS also communicates with the community on a monthly
basis through an email notification highlighting volunteer opportunities and local environmental
events. In 2011, LEPS directly contacted over 400 people per month through this email with an
average of 10 new people per month joining our mailing list. LEPS also continues to use social
media, such as Facebook and Twitter.
For Canadian Environment Week, LEPS partnered with Langley Member of Parliament Mark
Warawa to distribute free trees to Langley residents. On a Saturday morning in June, 230 Pacific
Rhododendron, 160 Mock Orange and 160 Red Twig Dogwood seedlings were distributed to the
public at the Langley Home Depot.
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LEPS staff presented 239 presentations reaching a cumulative audience of over 5,700! Various
topics were presented including: LEPS past and present, groundwater, water conservation,
invasive species, wildlife habitat conservation, environmental education, and others. LEPS also
exhibited our display and participated at over 40 community events throughout the Lower
Mainland and interacted with over 2,500 people at those events!
Salmon Saturdays
LEPS continues the innovative Langley Thinks Salmon project. LEPS has taken a targeted
approach to fostering community engagement in and
responsibility for stream and riparian protection,
salmon conservation, and habitat restoration.
Over 900 residents participated in monthly Salmon
Saturday events, engaging in stream stewardship
education and action, such as the Salmon Friendly
Gardens Seminar, instream clean-ups, Dogs 4
Salmon, treeplanting, invasive species removal and
the Stormdrain Marking Challenge.
LEPS attendance at community events provided the
opportunity to directly engage citizens in dialogue
about how our daily actions may have a detrimental
affect on local salmon populations and habitats.
Hundreds of residents participated in making their
own natural cleaning products, and learned that all
drains lead to fish habitat. Thousands of brochures were distributed. As well, newspaper ads and
articles were printed in local papers, offering tips to Think Salmon.
Salmon Points Rewards Program
In 2011, the Salmon Points Rewards Program participants entered the spawner phase. This
program offered citizens the opportunity to become Salmon Chums and enhance their protection
of salmon and watersheds through knowledge and action with an emphasis on removing barriers
to behaviour change. In 2011, over 500 participants were registered in the program, with
approximately one- in- three actively participating. After running the program for nearly 3 years,
participants have been encouraged to continue their environmentally conscientious behaviours
without the use of rewards. The Salmon Chums Newsletter has continued as part of LEPS’ email
notification and all Salmon Chums were invited to receive the
newsletter.
WaterWeeks
LEPS continued its partnership with the Township of Langley’s
Water Resources and Environment Department through the
ever popular WaterWeeks program. WaterWeeks is a threeweek series of activities and events designed to encourage
active citizen participation in environmental stewardship.
WaterWeeks 2011 included thirteen community events such as
the BC Rivers Day Festival, the Farm Fresh Bus Tour, Dig In!
treeplanting, the Fraser River Voyageur Canoe Paddle, nature
walks, and school programs such as the Climate Change poster contest and in-class water
workshops. In 2011, the DreamRider Theatre Company also presented 4 performances of a
climate change play called “Keep Cool!” to over 1,300 students and their teachers. In total,
over 3,500 residents were engaged through WaterWeeks!
Grow Healthy Grow Smart
In 2011, LEPS worked in conjunction with the Township of Langley on the continued the
implementation of a cosmetic pesticide education campaign developed in 2010. Grow Healthy
Grow Smart encourages residents to reduce or eliminate pesticide use for cosmetic (nonessential, aesthetic) purposes. The 2011 campaign included a webpage and a educational
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handbook promoting safe, natural lawn and garden
practices; Adbars located at the grocery checkout at four
grocery
stores
in
Murrayville,
Brookwood,
and
Willowbrook; a series of 4 educational workshops
advertised and delivered to the public, held at Cedar Rim
Nursery during their ‘Make yours Green’ event, attended
by 50 people; the distribution of over 1,000 carabineerstyle
educational
keychain
promoting
pesticide
alternatives; and the use of a pledge and a comment
form for engaging the public at eleven community events
and encouraging a commitment to reduce their personal use of cosmetic pesticides.
A Grow Healthy Grow Smart display booth was exhibited ten times at local nurseries and
community centres. LEPS also partnered with Kwantlen University’s School of Horticulture, the
Green Ideas Network and the Canadian Cancer Society for a screening of the documentary ‘A
Chemical Reaction’, an award-winning documentary film. A Chemical Reaction is an inspirational,
human-interest story about the origin of the natural lawn care movement in Canada and the
U.S. Approximately 75 people attended the screening.
As well, LEPS was invited to participate on the City of Langley Parks and Environment Advisory
Committee.

Langley Demonstration Garden
2011 was another very successful year for the Demonstration
Garden. Langley Township and LEPS won a provincial award
of excellence from the BC Recreation and Parks Association.
The award recognized the exemplary and innovative work of
LEPS and the Township have demonstrated in the areas of
environmental protection, resource management, and
environmental education in the community.
In 2011, approximately 1,150 people participated in summer
programs, including 6 workshops, 7 events, 1 tour, 2 school
groups and 17 day camps.
The Eco Explorers day camps continue to be extremely
successful. Eco Explorers camps were increased from two, to
three times per week this season to accommodate growing enrolment. Nonetheless, there were
still wait lists for every camp. 266 children participated
in Eco Explorers day camps in 2011.
Workshop topics included Backyard and Balcony
Bounty, Summer Pruning, Can it! Food Preservation
and more and drew an audience of 57 people!
The Blackberry Bakeoff was a roaring success – over
450 people attended to enjoy an organic barbeque,
enter treats in the bakeoff, and enjoy entertainment
and activities. The Bakeoff was expanded this year to
include the closure of 221 street in front of the Garden
and the addition of a mini farmers market.
Garden staff held 4 evening events to build a positive
relationship with the young people who use the
garden. The events included Family Nights, Youth
Movie Night, and Youth Jam Night, over 70 people
attended, and feedback was very positive.
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In 2011 the Demonstration Garden was successful thanks to the hard work of Liz Kendler
(Garden Coordinator), Dawna Tilbury (Garden Assistant), the YEAH crew and Daryl Wyatt and
Nicole Canning (YEAH Coordinators), Vivian Yeung (Agriculture Intern), Nina and Nadine Ignonin
(volunteers), Cynthia Colligan (volunteer), and two YMCA exchange students, Nicolas and Phillip.

Watershed Stewardship
The volunteers of Langley’s Watershed Stewardship community continue to assist LEPS in
reaching its goals. They tirelessly plant trees and willow whips, host informational meetings, put
up posters, enhance local salmon populations, arrange meetings with municipal staff, remove
invasive species, pick up garbage, submit articles and photos to our local papers, and continue
to maintain good working relationships with municipal staff as they endeavor to help LEPS in
achieving its fullest potential. LEPS continues to provide direct coordination services for the
Bertrand Creek Enhancement Society, Glen Valley Watersheds Society, Little Campbell
Watershed Society and Yorkson Watershed Stewardship Committee. When required, LEPS also
provides support to the Nicomekl Enhancement Society and Salmon River Enhancement
Society.
Through LEPS, the stewardship groups get additional promotion of their events and volunteer
opportunities. Having access to the LEPS EcoNews e-newsletter, stewardship groups are able to
spread the word about stream clean ups, riparian planting projects and even request extra
hands for amazing opportunities such as ‘egg takes’ for hatchery breeding!
A number of different programs were coordinated under the umbrella heading of Watershed
Stewardship. The annual Storm Drain Marking Challenge and the Bat Monitoring Program are
two such projects. LEPS also partnered with Metro Vancouver parks to lead tours of the West
Creek Wetland. A total of 500 storm drains were marked, 125,000 salmon fry were released and
14 residents volunteered to monitor bat behaviour. In total over 870 volunteer hours were spent
towards helping out the Langley watersheds.
Bertrand Creek Enhancement Society
BCES had a busy year. The partnership with Aldergrove Neighbourhood Services to bring local
food, greener cleaners, and environmental discussion to the participants in the ‘Best Babies of
the Langleys’ and ‘Young Parent’ programs is now in its third year and will continue for the
foreseeable future.
The society is heavily involved in the maintenance and daily running of the new Aldergrove
Community Garden Community. The garden officially opened in Spring 2011 (for more
information on the Aldergrove Community Garden, see Agricultural Stewardship).
BCES continues to support school based environmental clubs in Aldergrove such as Shortreed
Elementary’s Eco Tigers and Parkside Elementary’s
Environmental Science Investigators. The aim for
2012 is to sponsor another school to begin their
own
environmental
club.
Twenty-two
environmental workshops and activities were
hosted at the schools. The Eco Tigers wrote their
environmental commitments for the year on
painted wooden fish that they brought down to the
Aldergrove Community Garden and attached to
the garden shed.
One community clean-up was held in 2011 with
two truckloads of garbage taken away. The BCES
is happy to note that garbage accumulation in the
creek has been declining over the years.
Visibility in the community is very important to BCES members. The group participated in four
community events such as the Aldergrove Festival Days.
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Glen Valley Watersheds Society
Another successful year for the Glen Valley Watershed Society! The 7th Annual Spring bird count
this year was attended by 17 members who counted 3739 individual birds and 81 species
including an American Pipet, Townsend’s Warbler and a Caspian Tern.
The society also participated in community outreach events such as the Bradner May Day Parade
handing out 500 packages of pumpkin seeds. GVWS also attended BC Rivers Day Celebrations
and participated in WaterWeeks activities providing the always popular walking tour of West
Creek Wetlands.
GVWS decided to focus more attention on creating a water quality database for the watershed.
With that in mind the group began testing water samples in spring and fall using Streamkeeper
methods.
Little Campbell Watershed Society
The partner organizations of the LCWS (Semiahmoo Fish
and Game Club, A Rocha Canada, Friends of Semiahmoo
Bay) continue to come to the table and offer opportunities
to share and support each other.
The sub-committee “Save the Little Campbell” continues to
working with the City of Surrey to promote sustainable
development of the Campbell Heights industrial park.
LCWS was recognized for their leadership and outstanding
contribution to advancing sustainability in Surrey through
Surrey’s Green City Awards.
One of the primary accomplishments of the LCWS was an
agreement made with the City of Surrey to provide LCWS the opportunity to give valuable
feedback on proposed development projects that would in some capacity could impact the Little
Campbell River. In 2011 alone four such proposals were sent to the group.
The group was involved in a large and creative native plant trail signage project at the
Semiahmoo Fish and Game Club. Over 80 new educational signs were posted along the trail loop
highlighting native, non-native and invasive plants in addition to the local environment and its
inhabitants such as the salmon and beaver.
LCWS participated in the Campbell Valley Park Association and the visitors center’s themed
weekends as ways to spread the word about the group and all the work being done. In the
spring of 2011 over 70,000 salmon fry were released in to the Little Campbell River. In addition,
LCWS had a public presence through four community events for Metro Vancouver, City of Surrey
and Township of Langley.
Yorkson Watershed Stewardship Committee
YWSC’s was very busy last year! They hosted nine
events including a salmon release, clean ups and
spawner surveys and salmon dissections. 25,000 chum
salmon were released in to Yorkson Creek.
Invasive species removals, garbage clean-ups, fish
salvages, community events and their new ‘working
meetings’ have reached out to hundreds of members of
the community through people passing by and coverage
in the local papers. A Stream of Dreams workshop was
held at Dorothy Peacock Elementary in Walnut Grove
2011.
The committee walked West Mundy Creek in spring 2011
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surveying the entire system for possible issues impeding salmon from spawning upstream. The
survey was successful and only one major site for stewardship work was identified.
Similar to the GVWS, YWSC also decided to focus more attention on creating a water quality
database for the watershed. With that in mind the group began testing water samples in spring
and fall using Streamkeeper methods at points along the main stem of Yorkson Creek.
The committee is quite concerned about the explosive development in the Willoughby
neighbourhood and it’s possible effect on the headwaters of Yorkson Creek. A working
relationship of respect and mutual interest has been created between the Township of Langley,
the developers and the YWSC to ensure the health of the creek is maintained through the
development process.
An YWSC member was honoured by the Fraser Salmon & Watershed Program as the 2011
Salmon Hero Award for the Lower Mainland for all their hard work and dedication to the local
salmon populations.
Watershed Exchange
The Annual Watershed Exchange for 2011 was attended by 15 community leaders representing
nine organizations at the local, regional and national scale. Thorough discussion ensued around
hot topics of the day such as the role of advocacy, liability, outreach and the role of social media
to name a few.
A presentation on the uses of social media was provided by Chris Mathieson. It highlighted the
variety of social media options from blogs to social networking sites and meet up groups. An
important question that needs to be answered was, “How can we be effective stewards if we
don’t know much about the language, culture and lifestyle of those we are trying to influence?”
The second half of the Watershed Exchange highlighted the many different projects each
organization is working on and allowed for lots of discussion time. Overall participants felt the
Exchange is a great forum for stewards to come together, network and share all the projects
going on within their watersheds.

Skills Link Projects
Skills Link projects are funded by Service Canada. The project is designed to support at risk
youth
to
overcome
barriers
to
employment, while helping to improve
their community. The objective of the
project is to educate and empower the
participants
through
environmental
community stewardship projects. These
projects focused on improving the natural
environment in Langley and surrounding
areas. Skill development through specific
training is also offered to prepare the
youth to meet the social, cultural, and
economic needs of the community they
reside in. The 2011 year marked the
completion of LEPS’ thirteenth and
fourteenth YEAH projects. Each session
involves ten youth participants and two program coordinators. The YEAH 13 project ran from
April 11, 2011 to September 15, 2011. The YEAH 14 project ran from October 3, 2011 to March
22, 2012.
Both youth crews participated in over 60 workshops on environmental awareness, employability,
and life skills development. In total 112 workshops were delivered. Employability training and
certification workshops are included in the program to assist participants overcome barriers to
employment and prepare the youth to become active and successful members of the work force.
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These include workshops such as First Aid, WHIMIS, FoodSafe, public speaking, networking,
labour market information, resumes, and interview skills development. Life skills development
workshops are included in the program to aid participants in overcoming personal barriers and
assist with personal growth, including compassionate communication, conflict resolution,
accountability, financial literacy and goal setting. Healthy lifestyle education was also covered,
including topics such as fitness, addictions awareness and holistic nutrition.
The YEAH crews were involved in a variety of field projects in 2011, dedicating approximately
seventy percent of the time to the completion of these field projects.
Habitat Enhancement
A significant amount of the field work completed by the YEAH crews was comprised of invasive
species removal, native species planting and the installation of wildlife exclusion fencing. Over
180 cubic yards of invasive plant matter was removed from over 22 new restoration sites. In
addition, the planting of over 1,940 native plant species adjacent to watercourses was
completed at sites including the Dixon Creek Heritage site, North Creek and TOL Compensation
Sites. To further assist with the establishment of both new native plantings and existing
vegetation, wildlife exclusion fencing was installed
on 1,015 plants to ensure a high rate of survival.
The YEAH Crew also salvaged over 800 plants for
replanting. In total, over 6,500 square meters of
land
was
restored.
Organic Gardening and Naturescaping
Extensive work was carried out at the Murrayville
Community Garden and the Demonstration Garden
by the YEAH crews. Work at the Community Garden
involved weeding, repotting and caring for plants
allocated to the Native Plant Storage Facility, general
maintenance and trail upkeep. YEAH crews also
assisted with the maintenance of the heritage
garden of edible native plants and removal of
invasive blackberries on and around the property.
Demonstration Garden work included ecological landscaping, weeding, composting, vandalism
repair and general garden care. Additionally, YEAH 13 participants maintained and harvested
two garden plots at the Community Garden, while YEAH 14 participants had the opportunity to
work at the Nicomekl Organic Farm to gain basic farming experience and help harvest fall crops.
LEPS Support and Outreach
YEAH participants were afforded the opportunity to assist with LEPS environmental initiatives
and community outreach. This experience included brochure delivery to educate residents about
various environmental projects, assisting with events such as the annual Blackberry Bake Off to
bring awareness to invasive plant species, helping LEPS Education staff with school workshops
and assisting the WaterWise program with outreach. YEAH 14 participants also volunteered their
time at a local homeless shelter- The Gateway of Hope.
Community Group and Hatchery Support
YEAH participants provided extensive work for the
Nicomekl Fish Hatchery. The work included
preparing 8,000 juvenile salmon for release by
clipping fins for identification and monitoring
purposes, as well as completing riparian habitat
enhancement.
Environmental Education
Many opportunities for environmental education
were provided in the field and during hands-on
workshops. Efforts were made to connect the work
13

conducted by participants during field projects to the greater local and global scales.
Educational opportunities included training in invasive species, aquatic ecosystem restoration,
and native plant identification. Environmental workshops were also conducted on topics such as
waste and recycling, water conservation, climate change, aquatic and marine conservation and
global sustainability.
LEPS congratulates all youth crew participants on their achievements, during and post project
completion. Participants left the YEAH program with not only a broader and more developed
skill set, but also greater awareness, openness and overall confidence. Majority of the
participants have gone on to secure employment in nature-related fields or enrolled in schooling,
either to complete high school or pursue post secondary education.
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The Staff
Full Time 2011 Staff Biographies
Nichole Marples- Executive Director

Daryl Wyatt- Youth Project Coordinator

Nichole has been with LEPS since 1998. Nichole holds sixteen
years of experiential learning in watershed stewardship,
community involvement, environmental education, event
coordination and organizational management.

Daryl joined LEPS in 2007, bringing with him a background in
Environmental Studies and Ecosystem Restoration. Daryl
brings non-violent communication, self-awareness, nutrition
and well being programming to the learning objectives of the
YEAH participants. He has a background in urban youth
camps, volunteer restoration projects, and ecological
gardening.

Lonnie Prouse – Financial Officer
Lonnie has been with LEPS since 2001. She completed a B.A
from the University of Victoria in Political Science and
Environmental Studies. Lonnie was the LEPS Executive Director
from 2001- 2008.

Lina Azeez – Interim Stewardship Coordinator
Lina joined LEPS in March 2010. Lina has a B.A in Human and
Environmental Geography from UBC. Lina brings with her
previous experience in environmental program coordination,
volunteer coordination and environmental education.

Dave Sam - Restoration Coordinator
Dave has been with LEPS since 1996. In that time he has been
involved in an extensive list of restoration and enhancement
projects. Dave directs LEPS’ field projects and acts as a resource
for all field personnel. Before joining LEPS Dave worked as a
carpenter/foreman and spent 12 years as the housing manager
for the Sto:lo nation in Chilliwack.

Stephanie Captein– Agriculture Program Coordinator
Stephanie joined LEPS in January 2011. She obtained her B.Sc
in Environmental Sciences from the University of Guelph,
majoring in Ecology with an emphasis in Water Resources.
Stephanie is a Biologist in Training through the BC College of
Applied Biology, an Articling Agrologist with the BC Institute of
Agrologists and is a certified Bee Master with the BC Ministry of
Agriculture.

Nicole Carlson- Youth Project Coordinator
Nicole joined LEPS in October 2010. She has a B.A in
Psychology with a minor in counseling and Human Development
from SFU. She has a background in working with children and
youth with developmental and behavioral issues.

Kim Greenwood- Special Projects Coordinator
Kim has been with LEPS since 2005. She obtained her
Environmental Geography degree with a minor in Biology from
UBC. Kim coordinates public outreach and volunteer programs
for LEPS.

Liz Kendler- Demonstration Garden Coordinator
Liz started with LEPS in 2009 as practicum student from the
University of Toronto. She holds a B.Ed. in Geography and
History and is currently working towards a Diploma in
Environmental Education. She has a background in teaching
garden programs and facilitating youth groups.

Ashley Aune- WaterWise Coordinator
Ashley joined LEPS in 2008. She coordinates the Water Wise
program, maintains the Private Well Network and assists in the
delivery of classroom workshops. She is a student with a
background in Environmental Science, currently working
towards a B.A in Global Development Studies at UFV.

Sarah Atherton – Education Coordinator
Sarah joined LEPS in 2007. Sarah has a B.Sc. in Coastal
Management and over 7 years experience as an informal
environmental educator. Sarah is passionate about sharing her
understanding of environmental stewardship and empowering
children to be enthusiastic about nature.

Olivia Carnrite- Interim Education Coordinator
Olivia joined LEPS in December 2010 to provide support to the
Education Program, and moved into the Education Coordinator
position to cover Sarah’s maternity leave in 2011. Olivia
obtained her B.Sc from UBC and B.Ed from the University of
Western Ontario, and is a teacher-on-call with the Langley
School District.
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LEPS Staff 2011
Many part-time and seasonal staff support the work of our full time employees.

Carol Heuman, Administrative Assistant
Dawna Tilbury,
Tilbury, Demonstration Garden Coordinator
Taryn Hesketh and Jason Paul,
Paul, WaterWise

Nicolas
Nicolas and Phillip , YMCA Summer Interns
Anoop Tatlay,
Tatlay Education Program Support
Vivian Yeung, Sustainable Agriculture Intern

The Board of Directors
LEPS Board of Directors for 2011

Marlee St. Pierre,
Pierre Chair ; Dick Bunbury,
Bunbury Treasurer ; Bob Puls,
Puls Secretary ;
George Feddes,
Feddes Vice Chair; Kevin Larsen,
Larsen Township of Langley Representative;
Lionel Pandolfo, Community Organization Representative;
Joan Martin,
Martin Community Member Representative;
Tracy Stobbe, Education Representative;
Erin Blaney,
Blaney Student Representative.
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We would like to recognize
recognize our supporters!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

British Columbia Agriculture Council/ARDCorp, Agriculture Environment Wildlife Fund
BC Ministry of Housing and Social Development, Job Creation Partnership
Environment Canada, EcoAction
ECO Canada
Envision Financial
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Fraser Salmon and Watersheds Program
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, PromoScience
Pacific Salmon Foundation
Service Canada, Skills Link and Canada Summer Jobs
Real Estate Foundation of BC
Township of Langley
Vancity, Community Project Grants and enviroFund
YMCA Summer Student Exchange Program

A special Thank You to our individual donors!
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Support Environmental Projects
in your Community

ACT LOCALLY!

GET INVOLVED!

LEPS is helping to improve the natural environment and your community.
We need your help to achieve the best results!
LEPS is a unique, non-profit partnership organization which provides a bridge
between community, business and government.
As the premier environmental organization in the
Fraser Valley for over thirteen years, LEPS
actively partners with local environmental
stewardship groups to engage the public in a
variety of initiatives that contribute to a healthy
community.
LEPS
protects
and restores
the natural
environment through education, cooperation and
action, and fosters a balanced approach to
sustainable living.
Our activities are primarily focused on Habitat
Conservation and Restoration, Mapping and Data
Collection, Agricultural Stewardship, Wildlife
Conservation, Education and Outreach, and
Community Stewardship.
Consider becoming a member of LEPS, or joining
our Board of Directors. With the active support
of the community, LEPS has the ability to make
real change in Langley and beyond. Get on board and add your voice to ours!
You can also get involved in helping protect and restore the environment of Langley
by making a tax-deductible donation. Direct support from those who value LEPS’
work is critical to our continued success.
Through supporting LEPS, you will be contributing to practical and cooperative
solutions to environmental issues in Langley and beyond. By helping LEPS conserve
and restore habitat, map ecosystems, implement sustainable agriculture, monitor
and protect wildlife, and raise public awareness – you will be furthering a unique
community environmental partnership.

contact LEPS at 604532-3511 or
604-532on the web at www.leps.bc.ca
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Langley’s Stewardship Groups
Langley has several stewardship groups partnered with LEPS and dedicated to the
preservation and enhancement of Langley’s Watersheds. LEPS assists Langley’s groups with
technical, logistical and funding support and helps them expand their capacity by
networking. LEPS acts as a central resource centre for both the stewardship groups and the
general public. Each year LEPS provides information and answers queries from hundreds of
Langley residents.
We encourage you to locate the group in your area and contribute your energy!
Little Campbell Watershed Society
www.lcws.ca
Nicomekl Enhancement Society
www.nicomeklhatchery.com
Yorkson Watershed Stewardship Committee
www.ywsc.ca
Salmon River Enhancement Society
www.salmonriver.org
Glen Valley Watersheds Society
www.gvws.ca
Bertrand Creek Enhancement Society
www.bertrandcreek.ca
Langley Field Naturalists
www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org
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LANGLEY ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERS SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
DECEMBER 31, 2011
ASSETS
Current:

2011

Cash and cash equivalents
Accounts receivable
HST recoverable
Supplies on hand

$237,281
79,190
5,965
19,119
341,555

Capital (Note 2)

31,466
$373,021
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities:
Wage and employee deductions payable
Deferred Revenue

$2,539
11,332
15,000
28,871

Net Assets:
Net assets invested in capital assets
Unrestricted net assets

31,466
312,684
344,150
$373,021
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LANGLEY ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERS SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND NET ASSETS
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2011

Revenues:
Grants
Contracts
Township of Langley
Foundations
Training
Interest
Charitable donations
Miscellaneous

2011
$367,221
309,905
65,475
42,130
10,676
1,133
10,279
9,823
$816,642

Expenditures:
Wages and benefits
Contracted Services
Materials and Supplies
Automotive
Amortization
Computer Software and support
Public Education
Conference, Seminars and training
Accounting
Office supplies and Misc.
Freight, courier and postage
Advertising and promotion
GST expense
Insurance

$489,360
147,457
39,374
17,020
6,389
5,116
68,636
15,475
3,129
3,018
1,743
9,809
5,965
1,000
$813,591

Excess of Revenue over Expenditures

3,051

Net Assets, beginning of year

341,099

Nets Assets, end of year

$344,150
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LANGLEY ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERS SOCIETY
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2011
1. Organization:
Langley Environmental Partners Society was incorporated in British Columbia on August 5th, 1993.
The Society is a registered charity under the Income Tax Act.
2. Capital Assets:
Amortization of equipment is provided using the declining balance method at a 20% rate and at a
30% rate for computer hardware. Amortization has been taken this year on the vehicles to reduce net
book value to agree with estimated market value.

Equipment
Computer hardware
Vehicles

Cost

Accumulated
Amortization

2011
Net

$26,379
6,525
52,318
$85,222

$24,081
4,557
25,118
$53,756

$2,298
1,968
27,200
$31,466

3. Deferred Revenue:
Revenue related to expenditures of future years is not recognized as revenue in the year but is
recorded as deferred revenue.
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