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Executive Summary 
LEPS is proud to report that the Society has continued in its status as a pioneer 
in watershed stewardship activities in the Lower Fraser, with numerous 
achievements over the past year and consistent progress on existing initiatives. 
The following is a synopsis of LEPS activities for the year 2014. 

Agriculture Stewardship 
Stream Crossing for Agricultural Landowners 

An exciting opportunity from the BC Agriculture Council, a guide was created with 
information for landowners with “problem” streams on their properties, and highlighting 
past LEPS projects. Presentations were given to students at University of the Fraser 
Valley (UFV) and Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU), with plans for more 
presentations, field tours, a presence at the 2015 Pacific Agriculture Show, and 
advertising and articles in farming and equine publications. 

Seed to Plate: Community Action for a Sustainable Food System 

Sustainable Food Festival: LEPS hosted the Langley Eats Local Sustainable Food Festival 
on Wednesday, August 13th in conjunction with the Langley Community Farmers 
Market. Approximately 650 people were in attendance with over 40 vendors present, 
including many that have regularly participated in past Langley Eats Local events. LEPS 
borrowed and hosted the Metro Vancouver “Farm Chores” display which was a huge 
success with children and adults participating in milking the “cows”, collecting “eggs” or 
digging for potatoes. The partnership between LEPS and the Langley Community 
Farmers Market for this event makes sense in order to raise the profile of this great, 
local resource that operates 6 months of the year, including the many vendors we work 
with who attend weekly.  

Seed Saving Celebration: 
The first Seed Saving Celebration was a success with 225 people in attendance. It was 
held in conjunction with the opening of the Langley Demonstration Garden on Mother’s 
Day weekend to take advantage of families looking for an outing for mothers and/or 
grandmothers. High tea was offered on site by Suburban Spoon. Partners present 
included the BC Farm Museum’s Seed Exhibit, Kwantlen Polytechnic’s Seed Library, 
Fraser Common Farm/Glorious Organics, and GE Free BC. Participation in the seed 
exchange was very high with the majority of attendees bringing seeds to exchange. The 
knowledge and experience shared between seed swappers lead to many great 
discussions.   

Farm to School Partnership: LEPS continues to support the Farm to School program at 
Aldergrove Community Secondary School (ACSS). Students in the Sustainable 
Resources class prepared crop plans, planted and maintained the raised garden beds, 
and learned how to care for their new fruit trees. The Sustainable Resources teacher 
appreciates the support and resources LEPS is able to provide in terms of assistance 
with lesson plans and activities for the students. With the larger steering committee, 
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plans were made to allow summer camps to look after the garden over the summer. A 
successful Evergreen grant was awarded to install an edible, native plant garden on the 
school grounds. The teacher strike postponed the implementation until spring 2015. 
 
Farmers Market Ag Awareness Booth: LEPS 
attended the Langley Community Farmers 
Market (LCFM) with an interactive 
educational booth aimed at increasing 
awareness of agriculture among market 
shoppers. Activities included a veggie match 
game, produce bingo & scavenger hunt, 
creating bee hats and an apple matching 
game.    
 
Farm Fresh Bus Tour: The Farm Fresh Bus 
Tour is hosted in conjunction with the 
Township of Langley’s WaterWeeks 
program, allowing citizens to visit small 
farms to learn about local food and why it is important to support and sustain our local 
growers and producers. 24 people visited 4 farms to learn about local food and why it is 
important to support and sustain our local growers and producers. Stops included 
Thomas Reid Organic Farm, Milner Valley Cheese and Laurica Farms. A local lunch of 
fresh corn pizza and berry milkshakes was served at Krause Berry Farms.  
 
 
Community Harvest Program 

In total, 3,261 pounds of fruit were harvested with donations made to the Langley Food 
Bank, Gateway of Hope and the Langley Senior Resource Centre. A number of new 
community organizations reached out to LEPS as potential recipients of fruit in the 
future. The Langley Senior Resource 
Centre is able to use many of the smaller 
quantity harvests for either distribution 
through their Seniors Healthy Living Bag 
or in meals through their on-site cafeteria.   
 
Fruit harvested included apples, pears, 
plums, blueberries, and some vegetables 
including kale, zucchini and beets. Over 
the course of the fruit harvesting season, 
there were 53 volunteer opportunities 
filled by volunteers directly involved in 
harvesting the fruit. There were 24 fruit 
tree owners registered with the program, 
15 of which were harvested (the 
remainder not used due to factors such as 
fruit quality, amount of fruit and timing of 
ripeness).  
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Community Gardens 

Murrayville Community Garden: LEPS coordinated the assignment of plots at the 
Murrayville Community Garden, promoting urban agriculture and food self-reliance. All 
41 plots were assigned, and yet another waitlist was created. The delivery of donated 
composted horse manure was much anticipated and was incorporated into many garden 
plots. The composting toilet is being used with great success. Monthly work parties are 
well attended with gardeners working together to weed common areas, lay bark mulch 
on pathways, put bird netting over communal blueberry patch and manage the compost 
bins. The shared Food Bank garden produced a large amount of produce which was 
donated to the Gateway of Hope Salvation Army community kitchen.   
 
The Township’s development of Old Yale Park has begun on site with construction of 
walking trails, a wetland and bioswale, fencing for a dog off-leash area.  
  
Walnut Grove Community Garden: LEPS coordinated the assignment of plots at the 
Walnut Grove Community Garden promoting urban agriculture and food self-reliance. 
All 43 plots were assigned from a very long waitlist. The delivery of composted horse 
manure was used up in just a few days! Funding opportunities were explored for an 
expansion that was approved by the Township of Langley. The community garden also 
played host to a few Seed to Plate workshops where students toured the community 
garden and planted seeds in newspaper pots, learning about the plant life cycle.  
 

Habitat Restoration 
The 2014 Restoration Program focused on fish 
habitat enhancement through volunteer 
involvement in tree planting, invasive species 
removal, and beaver exclusion projects. 
  

 

LEPS completed work on over 38 restoration 
sites, planting over 3,500 native trees and 
shrubs streamside, and removing 7,500 metres2 
of invasive species from natural areas. Over 200 
native plants were salvaged, and approx. 400 
native plants were maintained at the Native 
Plant Storage Facility.  
 

 
Salmon Watershed Education and 
Enhancement Team (SWEET) 
 
 

The Salmon River Watershed and its once-
abundant native species, including the 
endangered Salish Sucker, are under threat from agriculture and streamside residential 
practices. The SWEET project, launched in April 2014, fostered private land stewardship 
on properties adjacent to the Salmon River, raised citizen awareness of watershed 
issues, and enhanced critical habitat for native and endangered species. 
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Residents of the Salmon River Watershed were contacted and provided the opportunity 
to participate in streamside restoration projects, with ten sites selected for invasive 
removal and native planting. 3,640 native plants were planted and 4,405 m² of invasive 
plants removed. Many volunteers 
assisted with this streamside work 
including volunteers from Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University and Trinity 
Western University, contributing over 
497 man hours of volunteer time. 
 

To raise citizen awareness of 
watershed conservation issues, 
SWEET also provided presentations 
for elementary schools and provided 
training and workshops for post-
secondary students including 
students from Trinity Western 
University. 
 
Wetland Enhancement Project 

A second wetland is being installed in 
Old Yale Park in Langley to capture storm water runoff and LEPS presented in 
partnership with BC Wildlife Federation and in conjunction with the Township of 
Langley’s WaterWeeks program, a hands-on, day- long program about wetland 
enhancements. 25 participants learned about wetland processes, and looked into the 
physical work required to restore wetland habitat.  

Education 
LEPS continued to be extremely active in providing engaging hands-on learning 
opportunities for students, including a wide variety of classroom presentations and 
outdoor sessions to schools in School District (SD) 35 (Langley), as well as SD36 
(Abbotsford) and SD34 (Surrey). In 2014 we delivered over 243 classroom workshops 
and facilitated several community and community group presentations. The Education 
program brought environmental education to over 5,597 students and to countless 
residents in Langley.  
 

Earth Force GREEN (Global Rivers Environmental Education Network) 

In 2014 LEPS was excited to be partnering with Earth Force and General Motors Canada 
to launch General Motors Global Rivers Environmental Education Network (GREEN). The 
GREEN program expanded into seven new communities in Canada, deepening 
programming in one existing community, Oshawa. This program is a unique 
environmental education program that is one of its kind here in British Columbia. LEPS 
educators travelled to Ontario in April to participate in professional development at GM 
headquarters in Oshawa, Ontario and to meet GM and Earth Force teams. The program 
will be launched in Langley during 2015. 
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EcoKit Education Program 

The EcoKits continue to be circulated by the School District #35 Media Center. The kits 
are used by both school teachers and community groups. LEPS currently has 10 EcoKits 
available:  Agriculture; Water Conservation; Endangered Plants and Animals; Invasive 
Plants and Animals; Streams, Fish & Aquatic Habitats; Trees & Plants; Waste Reduction 
& Composting; Water, Groundwater & Watersheds; and Wildlife, Habitats & 
Ecosystems, and Exploring Langley’s Ecosystems: activities and projects for secondary 
students. 
 

Nature’s Classroom  

Nature’s Classroom is a gardening 
education program developed in 
partnership with Envision Financial and 
Maples Discovery Gardens Co-op. In 2014, 
6 classes from 6 Langley schools, a total of 
160 students, attended a series of 6 
workshops at the Maples Discovery 
Gardens.  

Over the course of the program students 
produced a total of 422 total servings of 
vegetables including lettuce, kale, Swiss 
chard, potatoes, herbs, carrots, beets, 
radishes, turnips, beans, snap peas, and 
broccoli. That is equivalent to 
approximately 3 weeks of food for a family 
of four. The produce was delivered to and 
welcomed by the Langley Food Bank, Gateway of Hope Salvation Army community 
kitchen and the Healthy Senior Living Bag through the Langley Senior Resource Centre. 
There were 3 dedicated volunteers from the community involved as well as 28 parent 
volunteers. West Coast Seeds donated $600 worth of seeds for use in the program 
which was much appreciated and well used.  

Salmon in Your Schoolyard 

Salmon in Your Schoolyard continued into 2014. This unique program was designed as 
a school-wide residency program whereby students are guided through research, 
activities and projects all of which explore Salmon and Watersheds in Langley. 250 
students at 2 different schools participated. 
 

Seed to Plate: Community Action for a Sustainable Food System 

The elementary Seed to Plate workshops about local food continue to be popular with 
teachers and students with 341 students participating in Seed to Plate workshops.  The 
feedback included praise for the hands-on and experiential learning that takes place 
during these field trips to a local community garden and an organic farm, where the 
students learn about the food system first hand.  
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UBC Beyond the Classroom Practicum  

For the fourth year LEPS participated in the University of British Columbia’s Beyond the 
Classroom Practicum. The key purpose of the program is to have teacher candidates’ 
experience teaching and learning in a new context that provides a more holistic view of 
teaching and enhances the teacher candidate’s formal teaching experience. 2 students 
shared two separate practicum of 3 week durations where they assisted with the 
delivery of our in-class workshops and Nature’s Classroom program, as well as assisted 
with evaluation and design of several ongoing projects. 
 
 

United Way Food for All 

2014 is year 2 of 3 for the United Way, Food for All Project. This project is partnership 
driven with the Promoting Community Through Kids in Sport (PuCKS) program and the 
Langley Meals on Wheels, Seniors Healthy Living Bag program. The Food for All project 
offers skill building opportunities around food preservation and vegetable gardening 
with the goal of increasing direct access to healthy foods for children and seniors in 
Langley.  

In the first year of the program, 
2,028 pounds of food were 
harvested and donated to local 
organizations, 125 jars of home 
preserves (made mostly from fruit 
donated through the Community 
Harvest Program) were given away 
to young families and seniors, 179 
container gardens were planted and 
given away and 3 new partnerships 
were created.  
 
In year two, 191 jars of home 
preserves were donated to families 
and seniors (once again the jars 
contained fruit that was harvested 
through the Community Harvest 
Program), 214 container gardens were planted and given away and an additional 5 
community partnerships were created. We are looking forward to a very successful third 
year in 2015! 
 

WaterWeeks School Programs 

576 students in 26 classrooms received a water-themed workshop during WaterWeeks 
2013. In total, 1,115 Langley students, plus associated teachers and parents were 
engaged through the school programs. 
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Waste Reduction Week 

During Waste Reduction Week in October 2014, the Township of Langley Solid Waste 
Department provided additional subsidy for LEPS to offer additional workshops to 
schools on waste related topics. 6 classes and 120 students participated in programs on 
waste wise solutions for home and school, including the municipal recycling program, 
worm composting for the classroom and the new school district wide composting 
program. 

Outreach 
The LEPS website (www.leps.bc.ca) and LEPS EcoNews (LEPS’ monthly e-newsletter) 
continue to be strong links to the community. In 2014, the federal government 
introduced new anti-spam legislation. LEPS staff worked to bring our newsletter into 
compliance with this new legislation. While it was reported that most organizations that 
sent out similar newsletters only retained approximately 20% of their readers, LEPS 
maintained close to 50%. The EcoNews highlights volunteer opportunities and local 
environmental events. In 2014, LEPS directly contacted over 650 people per month 
through this email and an average of 10 new people per month joined our mailing list.  
 

Social media is also a strong tie to the community. By the end of 2014 we had 600 
“likes” for our Facebook page with our most popular posts being about garbage 
cleanups, WaterWeeks, the Langley Community Harvest Program, and the annual 
Christmas tree fundraising program.  
 

LEPS staff presented a variety 
of topics in 2014 to very diverse 
audiences. Topics presented 
included: groundwater, water 
conservation, invasive species, 
environmental education, 
composting, gardening, and 
others. LEPS also exhibited our 
display and participated at 44 
community events throughout 
the Lower Mainland and 
interacted with over 3,300 
people at those events!  
 
In 2014, LEPS was fortunate to 
have several groups and other 
service providers approach us 
for volunteer opportunities 
including: Trinity Western 
University, University of the 
Fraser Valley, TD Friends of The Environment Foundation, Cummins Diesel, Stepping 
Stone, Memorial Cottage, Telus, Royal Bank, and Kwantlen Polytechnic University.  
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Canadian Environment Week 

For Canadian Environment Week, LEPS partnered with 
Langley Member of Parliament Mark Warawa and the 
LEO Club students from RE Mountain Secondary school 
to distribute free trees to Langley residents. On a 
Saturday morning in June, 350 Saskatoon Berry, 350 
Flowering Red Currant and 100 Big Leaf Maple 
seedlings were distributed to the public at the Langley 
Home Depot. LEPS also participated in the Langley 
Environmental Hero Awards. 
 
Grow Healthy, Grow Smart 

In 2014, LEPS worked in conjunction with the 
Township of Langley on the continued implementation 
of a cosmetic pesticide education campaign.  The Grow 
Healthy, Grow Smart program encourages residents to 
reduce or eliminate pesticide use for cosmetic (non-
essential, aesthetic) purposes.  The 2014, the 
campaign included a webpage, an educational handbook, a comment form, and an 
educational display hosted at Township of Langley Recreation Centres and at 
community events.  
 
The Grow Healthy, Grow Smart program kicked off in 2014 with the Salmon Friendly 
Gardens Seminar. The seminar very successfully drew a crowd of 80 people to learn 

about organic lawn care, rethinking weeds, and 
growing organic super foods. A total of 3 public 
workshops were hosted. 
 

A Grow Healthy, Grow Smart display booth was 
exhibited nine times at local community events and at 
5 different community centres in the Township. One 
hundred percent of the comment forms completed by 
residents indicated that they supported minimizing 
the use of cosmetic pesticides.  
 

 
Langley Demonstration Garden 

The 2014 season at the Langley Demonstration 
Garden was rewarding; we’ve settled into our new 
location, and the whole summer seemed to run 
smoothly, in spite of the ongoing task of figuring out 
this wonderful new space. We have started growing 
into the bigger site, with more attendance in all of our 
programs, including preschool field trips (15 this 
year), Green Home and Garden adult workshops, and 
Eco Explorer kids’ camps.  
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Events were successful and enjoyable, especially the ever-popular highlight of the 
season, the Blackberry Bake-Off. The main challenge seemed to be getting a handle on 
all the garden space, especially recovering 
it from the off-season, but the site 
continues to improve each year and it 
bloomed beautifully all summer. We 
anticipate that we have gotten through the 
biggest of the growing pains, and that in 
the next few years the Garden staff will be 
able to focus more on developing the 
space and the programs.  

The team this summer consisted of the 
Garden Coordinator, Ava Shannon, and 
the Assistant Gardener, Kun (Albert) Xie, 
who worked together to deal with the 
unique demands of the location, such as 
water and various infrastructures; we 
especially appreciated the help of our 
volunteers through this. The Garden Educator was Emily Huang, who planned and ran 
EcoExplorers and the children’s activities at our events. 
 

This season the Garden offered 8 Green Home and Garden workshops, attended by 
about 70 adults and children with topics centred around empowering families and 
community members to grow, preserve and compost their own healthy food. The 
Garden also offered 12 Eco Explorers day camps, which were attended by a total of 260 
children. For both series, we found a great need for more exposure than in previous 
years, via advertising or distribution of flyers and posters. 
 

The Demonstration Garden hosted 4 community events this summer, the Garden 
Opening (“Seedy Sunday”), 2 Picnics in the Park, and the Blackberry Bake-Off.  
 
We have found more success with several smaller events, and we enjoyed great 
responses, especially to the introduction of live music and periodic barbeques. The 
Garden Opening included workshops on seed saving, while at the Picnics we offered 
tours of the new site. Activities for children were always offered, in conjunction with 
local music geared towards young adults, featured in flyers we distributed at the 
Farmers’ Markets and local cafes.  
 

The Blackberry Bake-Off was attended 
by about 250 people. The event seemed 
to benefit the most from the new larger 
site, enjoying ample space for parking 
and set up for many different activities 
including several children’s crafts, an 
opportunity for partner organizations 
such as BC Hydro and BC Wildlife 
Federation to host displays, and of 
course the bake-off tasting.  
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Numbers of daily visitors this season has been increasing, but has been limited by the 
lower accessibility of the new site to local pedestrian traffic, a very different situation 
from the old site. As it comes to people’s attention, though, many community members 
are starting to use the Arboretum as a site for dog-walking, cycling, and jogging. We 
have always engaged with those who passed through or by the Garden, readily 
explaining its purpose and the different programs and events we offer. 
 
We are excited for 2015 and looking forward to using converted shipping container that 
was delivered at the end of the summer for our programming. 
 
WaterWeeks Community Events 

LEPS continued its partnership with the 
Township of Langley’s Water Resources and 
Environment Department through the ever 
popular WaterWeeks program. WaterWeeks 
is a three-week series of activities and 
events designed to encourage active citizen 
participation in environmental stewardship.  
 
WaterWeeks 2014 included ten community 
events such as the BC Rivers Day Festival, 
the Farm Fresh Bus Tour, Dig In! Tree 
planting event, the Fraser River Voyageur 
Canoe Paddle, film screenings, nature walks 
and school programs. In total, over 1,800 
residents were engaged through 
WaterWeeks! 

 
Water Wise  

The Water Wise Program was once again presented in partnership with the Township of 
Langley and educates Langley residents about the drinking water sources and water 
conservation initiatives, through school programs, public forums and presentations, 
community event outreach, landowner contact and a Water Wise survey contest for TOL 
residents.  

Water Wise celebrated Drinking Water Week in early May by hosting a poster contest 
for grades 4 and 5 students in the Langley’s Township elementary schools. Students 
were encouraged to create a water conservation poster that generated awareness and 
social responsibility about the TOL’s drinking water supply. Three winning classes 
(Credo Christian, Alex Hope and Fort Langley) received an invitation to tour the 
Coquitlam Watershed with Metro Vancouver.  

In May and June of 2014, Water Wise provided water conservation educational 
workshops to 21 classrooms in 9 of Langley’s Township elementary schools. The 
workshops educated children about groundwater resources, water usage and water 
conservation methods. Two public forums/presentations were hosted by LEPS and 
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presented by Dean Scovill during May and June of 2014 and educated residents on the 
maintenance of private wells and septic systems.  

Throughout the summer, the Water Wise program was promoted at 17 community 
events (Fort Langley Walk, Langley Farmers Market, Walnut Grove Family Day etc.) and 
a static display was placed at 6 community facility buildings and community events 
(RBC Blue Water Day, WC Blair Recreation Centre, Walnut Grove Recreation Centre, 
etc.).  

From June to August of 2014, the 
Water Wise team was active in 
Aldergrove, Willoughby, Walnut 
Grove and Brookswood, providing 
landowner contact and education to 
about 6,250 homes. Water Wise 
educated single family residents 
about the source of their drinking 
water, residential water usage and 
raised public awareness of the TOL’s 
lawn sprinkling regulations (Stage 1 
and 3). Water Wise had the privilege 
of working with two volunteers from 
the Red Leaf Program in August 
2014, who helped us connect with 
Aldergrove landowners.  

The Water Wise team encouraged residents to participate in an online water 
conservation challenge and survey during the summer of 2014. The surveys were 
promoted at community events, newspapers and online with participants submitting 
their names for a chance to win a draw prize of $200 in gift certificates to local 
businesses. In total, 52 residents participated in the survey and Laura Markinson from 
Aldergrove was awarded the draw prize.  

Watershed Stewardship 
The volunteers of Langley’s Watershed Stewardship community continue to assist LEPS 
in reaching its goals. They tirelessly plant trees and willow whips, host informational 
meetings, put up posters, enhance local salmon populations, arrange meetings with 
municipal staff, remove invasive species, pick up garbage, submit articles and photos to 
our local papers, and continue to maintain good working relationships with municipal 
staff as  they endeavor to help LEPS in achieving its fullest potential. Stewardship group 
members volunteered 540 hours this year and they encouraged their local community 
members to volunteer an amazing 2,417 hours.   
 

LEPS continues to provide direct coordination services for the Bertrand Creek 
Enhancement Society, Glen Valley Watersheds Society, Little Campbell Watershed 
Society and Yorkson Watershed Stewardship Committee. When required, LEPS also 
provides support to the Nicomekl Enhancement Society, Salmon River Enhancement 
Society and Langley Field Naturalists.  
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Through LEPS, the stewardship groups get 
additional promotion of their events and 
volunteer opportunities. Having access to the 
LEPS EcoNews e-newsletter and social media 
platforms stewardship groups are able to 
spread the word about stream clean ups, and 
riparian planting projects. 
 

Bertrand Creek Enhancement Society 

BCES continues to support school based 
environmental clubs in Aldergrove such as 
Shortreed Elementary Eco Tigers and 
Parkside Elementary Environmental Science 
Investigators (ESI), once again there were 
over 100 students involved in the clubs in 
Aldergrove.  
 

Two clean-ups were held to remove 3 
truckloads of garbage. Once again the BCES 
is happy to note that garbage accumulation in 
the creek still appears to be on the decline 
thanks to everyone that has dedicated time 
and worked so hard over the years to pull so many layers of garbage out.  
 

The BCES is continuing to take on invasive plants through their education and outreach. 
 

Visibility in the community is very important to BCES members. The group participated 
in community events this year like the Spring Time Sensory Tune-up with Metro 
Vancouver Parks and our community clean-ups.  The BCES continue to play an active 
role in the development of the Aldergrove Community Garden.  
 

Glen Valley Watersheds Society 

Another successful year for the Glen Valley Watershed Society! The 11th Annual Spring 
bird count this year was attended by 19 volunteers who counted 3168 individual birds 
and 78 species including, for the first time recorded, a lark sparrow, several lazuli 
buntings, MacGillivray’s Warbler, and red-eyed vireo – amazing!  
 

The society also participated in community outreach events such as the Bradner May 
Day Parade handing out hundreds of packages of the “Three Sisters” – beans, pumpkins 
and corn.  GVWS also attended BC Rivers Day Celebrations and participated in 
WaterWeeks activities providing the always popular walking tour of West Creek 
Wetlands.  
 

With a strong education and outreach focus the GVWS attended three community 
events, and hosted six of their own events. 
 

The GVWS tried their hands at fundraising this year, members donated rhubarb from 
their farms for sale at the Langley Community Farmers Market as well as some of their 
own creations at the Abbotsford Farmers Market.  With the success and fun had it is 
expected they will try it again next year. 
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The GVWS held their annual release of 25,000 Chum salmon into West Creek and also 
partnered with DFO to release 125,000 Pink salmon into West and Nathan Creek.  They 
also hosted a clean-up in the West Creek Wetlands with Metro Vancouver Park staff, 
and hosted three tours through it as well.   
 

GVWS is continuing to test water quality in their creeks to establish baseline 
information on stream quality.  Their coliform testing discovered a very high possible 
source of coliforms in West Creek and they followed up with reports to DFO. 
 

Little Campbell Watershed Society  

The partner organizations of the LCWS (Semiahmoo Fish and Game Club, A Rocha 
Canada, Friends of Semiahmoo Bay) continue to come to the table and offer 
opportunities to share and support each other.  
 

LCWS continues to submit letters to the City of Surrey about development in their 
watershed as part of their successful referral process.  Water quantity has been on the 
minds of members and this year was spent coming up with ways to deal with the 
amount of water licenses in the system. 
 

LCWS participated in the Campbell Valley Park Association and the visitors center’s 
themed weekends as ways to 
spread the word about the 
group and all the work being 
done. This was the first year 
LCWS was a part of the Dart’s 
Hill Garden Party and they hope 
to go back again next year. In 
addition, LCWS had a public 
presence through four 
community events for Metro 
Vancouver, City of Surrey and 
Township of Langley. 
 

 
Yorkson Watershed 
Stewardship Committee  

YWSC hosted six events 
including a salmon release, five 
community clean-ups and 
spawner surveys. As well, their partnership with Cummins Diesel brought teams of 
volunteers out to Derby Hills Park for four work parties.  Five truckloads of garbage 
were removed from our ravines and parks, new sites were cleaned up that the YWSC 
had never visited before and one park surprised us how clean it was compared to a few 
years ago, the residents around the Bakerview Trail have really stepped up and taken 
care of their park.   
 

50,000 Chum salmon were released in to Yorkson Creek at our annual fish release, and 
a record number of community members (about 80!) came out to join us.   
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Invasive species removals, garbage clean-ups, fish salvages, community events and 
their  ‘working meetings’ have reached out to hundreds of members of the community 
through people passing by and coverage in the local papers.  
 

The YWSC has not been able to reinstall their community art project created in 2013 
but is hopeful with the help of the Township of Langley Parks department it will be up in 
2015. 
 

Members of the YWSC have taken the first steps towards becoming a society, next year 
they will be known as the Yorkson Watershed Enhancement Society. 
 

Water Quality Monitoring Program 

In 2014, LEPS continue with the Watershed Sampling Program to raise awareness of, 
and to help determine the health of Langley’s creeks and streams. Volunteers were 
trained and recruited to perform water quality testing on 43 sites in 8 of Langley’s 
watersheds. From July 2013 to August 2014, 41 volunteers participated in the program, 
collected 248 volunteer hours and visited 211 streamside sites. Funding for this 
program was provided by RBC Blue Water.  

Our volunteers determined the air/water temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, turbidity, 
specific conductivity, salinity, total dissolved solids and nutrient levels (phosphate, 
ammonia and nitrate) of stream water at each sampling site. Data is collected and 
entered into the LEPS water quality database where it is shared with community 
partners, stewardship groups and TOL residents.  

Summer Youth Eco-Crew  
LEPS hosted, for a third year, a 
summer youth employment initiative 
promoting watershed stewardship 
and habitat enhancement, funded by 
the City of Langley. A key aspect of 
the program was to introduce local 
youth to environmentally sustainable 
practices and to instill a stewardship 
mentality through education, 
increased awareness and a sense of 
community ownership. 
 

The program employed five youth (1 
leader and 4 crew members) 
consisting of post- secondary and 
high school students, from April to 
September, devoted to the 
restoration of natural areas and the 
public promotion of environmental 
stewardship and sustainability. 
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The project provided significant environmental and social benefits to the City of Langley 
through the protection and enhancement of its urban watersheds, education of its 
residents and employment of local youth. The Crew attended a variety of events to 
educate the public on multiple stewardship initiatives. Some of those events included 
the Langley Community Farmers Market, Langley Community Day & Parade and 
Aboriginal Day Celebrations. Over 550 give-aways and brochures were handed out at 
these events. 
 

Crew members restored over 2,245 metres2 of habitat, and removed 50 metres2 of 
invasive species from City parks and green spaces and planted over 170 plants. The 
crew received various employability and life skills, such as First Aid, WHMIS, 
Streamkeepers, conflict resolution, True Colours personality awareness testing among 
others. 
 

The crew also assisted with other LEPS projects where ever help was needed: 
Community Harvest Program, EcoExplorer Day camps, general field maintenance and 
projects.
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The LEPS Staff  
Full Time 2014 Staff Biographies 

 

 

 

Nichole Marples- Executive Director (Maternity 
Leave) 
Nichole has been with LEPS since 1998. Nichole holds 
eighteen years of experiential learning in watershed 
stewardship, community involvement, environmental 
education, event coordination and organizational 
management.  
 

Sarah Atherton – Interim Executive Director/ 
Education Coordinator 
Sarah joined LEPS in 2007. Sarah has a B.Sc. in Coastal 
Management and many years’ experience as an 
environmental educator. Sarah is passionate about 
sharing her understanding of environmental stewardship 
and empowering the community to be the change. She 
loves that her passion has become her career! 
 
Lonnie Prouse – Financial Officer 
Lonnie has been with LEPS since 2001. She completed a 
B.A from the University of Victoria in Political Science and 
Environmental Studies. Lonnie was the LEPS Executive 
Director from 2001- 2008. 
 

Lisa Dreves – Stewardship Coordinator 
Lisa has been with LEPS since 1998. She has coordinated 
the mapping of six watersheds in Langley, and completed 
the Township of Langley Watercourse Classification 
Project. Lisa coordinates 4 volunteer stewardship groups, 
and oversees LEPS’ invasive species projects. She is a 
graduate technician and holds a diploma in 
Environmental Protection Technology. 
 

Nicolas Walser- Youth Eco-Crew Coordinator 
Nicolas joined LEPS in 2010 bringing with him a varied 
background in building technology, park maintenance & 
operations and non-profit administration. He is  
currently working on a Bachelors of Applied Science in 
Sustainable Agriculture at Kwantlen. 
 
 
 
 
 

Carly Stromsten – Watershed Restoration 
Technician  
Carly Stromsten holds a B.Sc in Biology, with a Master’s of 
Science in Environmental Science. She has several years 
restoring riparian habitat throughout Langley and has 
worked throughout Bertrand Creek and Salmon River 
Watersheds in the past 2 years securing 20 successful 
partnerships with landowners for riparian enhancement 
projects 
 
Erin Enns– Water Program Coordinator 
Erin has a background in Environmental Engineering 
and has worked with LEPS since 2012 enjoying every 
minute of it! You can often see her out removing garbage 
and invasive plants from streamside areas and stopping 
all too often to take pictures of Langley's natural beauty.  
 
Ashley Aune– Interim Education Coordinator 
Ashley joined LEPS in 2008. She has a background in 
Anthropology and Sociology and a strong passion for 
environmental education.  She believes that by fostering 
an appreciation and understanding for the environment it 
transforms a community into active environmental 
stewards. Ashley has been involved in a variety of LEPS 
programs over the years, and is beyond excited to have 
the opportunity to lead the education programs.  

Stephanie Captein– Agriculture Program 
Coordinator 
Stephanie joined LEPS in 2011. She obtained her B.Sc. in 
Environmental Sciences from the University of Guelph 
majoring in Ecology with an emphasis in Water 
Resources. Stephanie is a Biologist in Training through the 
BC College of Applied Biology, an Articling Agrologist with 
the BC Institute of Agrologists and is a certified Bee 
Master. 
 
 

Kim Greenwood- Special Projects Coordinator 
Kim has been with LEPS since 2005. She obtained her 
Environmental Geography degree with a minor in Biology 
from UBC. Kim is editor of the LEPS EcoNews monthly 
newsletter and coordinates public outreach and 
volunteer programs. 
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LEPS Staff 2014 
Many part-time and seasonal staff support the work of our full time employees. 
 
Carol Heuman, Administrative Assistant 
Ava Shannon, Demonstration Garden 
Coordinator 
Emily Huang, Demonstration Garden 
Educator 
Xun (Albert) Xi, Demonstration Garden 
Assistant 
Catherine Thompson, Joanna Cheung e  

 

Stephanie D’Agome, Ben Ever-Staples- 
Nick Bohn, John Thompson, Summer 
Youth Eco-Crew 
Daniel Chalcraft, Raymond Benson, 
Crystal  Clarke Job Creation Partnership 
Taryn Hesketh Watershed Restoration 
Technician 
 
 

Some of the LEPS Staff, Summer 2014 
 

LEPS Board of Directors 2014

 

Tracy Stobbe, Chair; Dick Bunbury, Treasurer; Leslie Kristoff, Secretary; 
Lionel Pandolfo, Vice Chair; George Feddes, Director; Bob Puls, Director; 

David Jordan, Director; Jenn Calado, Director; Louise Smith, Director;  Kevin Larsen, 
Township of Langley Representative 
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Thank you to our Funders! 
• British Columbia Agriculture Council/ARDCorp, Agriculture Environment Fund
• BC Ministry of Housing and Social Development, Job Creation Partnership
• BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch, Community Gaming Grant
• BC Ministry of Environment
• BC Waste and Water Association, Drinking Water Week
• City of Langley
• Environment Canada, EcoAction and Science Horizons
• ECO Canada
• Envision Financial
• Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Habitat Stewardship Program
• GM Canada
• Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation
• Home Depot Canada Foundation
• Metro Vancouver, Agriculture Awareness Grant
• Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, PromoScience
• Pacific Salmon Foundation
• Service Canada, Canada Summer Jobs
• RBC Blue Water Project
• TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
• Township of Langley
• United Way of the Lower Mainland, Food for All
• Vancity, Community Project Grant
• Vancouver Foundation

And a very special Thank you to our individual donors!
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Support Environmental Projects in your 
Community 

LEPS is helping to improve the natural environment and your community. 
We need your help to achieve the best results! 

LEPS is a unique, non-profit partnership organization which provides a bridge between 
community, business and government.  

As a leading environmental organization in the Fraser Valley for over nineteen years, LEPS 
actively partners with local environmental stewardship groups to engage the public in a 
variety of initiatives that contribute to a healthy community.  

LEPS protects and restores the natural 
environment through education, 
cooperation and action, and fosters a 
balanced approach to sustainable living.  

Our activities are primarily focused on 
Environmental Education and Community 
Outreach, Habitat Conservation and 
Restoration, Agricultural Stewardship, 
Community Stewardship, Mapping and 
Data Collection, and Wildlife 
Conservation.  

Consider becoming a member of LEPS, or 
joining our Board of Directors.  With the 
active support of the community, LEPS 
has the ability to make real change in 
Langley and beyond.  Get on board and 
add your voice to ours!   

You can also get involved in helping 
protect and restore the environment of 
Langley by making a tax-deductible 
donation. Direct support from those who 
value LEPS’ work is critical to our 
continued success. Through supporting 
LEPS, you will be contributing to practical 
and cooperative solutions to environmental issues in Langley and beyond. By helping LEPS 
conserve and restore habitat, map ecosystems, implement sustainable agriculture, monitor 
and protect wildlife, and raise public awareness – you will be furthering a unique 
community environmental partnership. 
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Langley’s Stewardship Groups 
Langley has several stewardship groups partnered with LEPS and dedicated to the 
preservation and enhancement of Langley’s Watersheds. LEPS assists Langley’s groups 
with technical, logistical and funding support and helps them expand their capacity by 
networking. LEPS acts as a central resource centre for both the stewardship groups and the 
general public. Each year LEPS provides information and answers queries from hundreds of 
Langley residents. 

We encourage you to locate the group in your area and contribute your energy! 

Little Campbell Watershed Society 

www.lcws.ca 

Nicomekl Enhancement Society 

www.nicomeklhatchery.com 

Yorkson Watershed Enhancement Society 

www.ywsc.ca 

Salmon River Enhancement Society 

www.salmonriver.org 

Glen Valley Watersheds Society 

www.gvws.ca 

Bertrand Creek Enhancement Society 

www.bertrandcreek.ca 

Langley Field Naturalists  

www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org 

604-532-3511 leps.bc.ca LEPSLangley LEPS_Langley 
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LANGLEY ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERS SOCIETY 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

DECEMBER 31, 2014 

ASSETS 

Current: 2014 

Cash and cash equivalents 172,021  

Accounts receivable 141,276 

GST recoverable 5,167 

Supplies on hand 22,408    

340,872 

Capital (Note 2)  33,298 

$374,170 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

Current: 

Wage and employee deductions payable 11,362 

Deferred Revenue 38,340 

49,702 

Net Assets: 

Net assets invested in capital assets 33,298 

Unrestricted net assets  291,170 

324,468 

$374,170 
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LANGLEY ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERS SOCIETY 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND NET ASSETS 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2014 

Revenues: General Account Gaming Account Total 

Grants  $113,981 113,981 

Community Gaming Grant 20,000 20,000 

Contracts 364,936  364,936 

Township of Langley  100,000  100,000 

Foundations 68,369 68,369 

Training 7,514 7,514 

Interest  1,000 12 1,012 

Donations 5,429 5,429 

Miscellaneous  8,107 8,107 

TOTAL $669,336 $20,012  $689,348 

Expenditures:  General Account Gaming Account 

Wages and benefits $460,872 20,012 480,872 

Contracted Services 15,385 15,385 

Computer Hardware/Software/IT  

Equipment 11,818 11,818 

Materials and Supplies  12,214 12,214 

Automotive 26,112 26,112 

Amortization  6,502 6,502 

Public Education 67,358   67,358 

Conference, Seminars and training 3,449 3,449 

Operating costs  20,498 20,498 

Advertising and promotion 6,011 6,011 

Deferred Revenue 38,340 38,340 

Tax expense 8,629 8,629 

Insurance 1,988 1,988 

TOTAL $679,176 $20,012              $699,188 

General Account 

Excess of Revenue over Expenditures -$9,840 

Gaming Account 

Excess of Revenue over Expenditures 0 

Net Assets, beginning of year $334,308 

Nets Assets, end of year $324,468 
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LANGLEY ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERS SOCIETY 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

DECEMBER 31, 2014 

1. Organization:

Langley Environmental Partners Society was incorporated in British Columbia on August 5th,

1993.  The Society is a registered charity under the Income Tax Act.

2. Capital Assets:

Amortization of equipment is provided using the declining balance method at a 20% rate and 

at a 30% rate for computer hardware.   

Cost Accumulated 2014 

Amortization Net 

Equipment  $26,379  $25,205  $1,174 

Computer hardware 41,710 23,512 18,198 

Vehicles 52,318 38,392 13,926 

$120,407 $87,109  $33,298 

3. Deferred Revenue:

Revenue related to expenditures of future years is not recognized as revenue in the year but is 

recorded as deferred revenue. 
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