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Himalayan Blackberries
Evergreen Blackberries
Scotch Broom
Himalayan Balsam
English Ivy
Japanese Knotweed
Tansy Ragwort
Reed Canary Grass
Lamiastrum
American Bullfrog

Other invasive species to keep an eye
out for in the Lower Mainland include:

Stalks are square,
five- or six-sided,
woody and up to 2m
tall. Leaves have
smooth edges and are
arranged opposite
each other in pairs
which alternate down
the stalk at 90 degree
angles.

Individual flowers
have five or six
pink-purple petals
surrounding small,
yellow centres. As
flowers begin to
drop off, capsules
containing many
seeds appear in
their place.

Purple loosestrife is a perennial, emergent
aquatic plant. As many as 20-50 stems rise
from a persistent taproot and the plant ranges
in height from 0.5 to 2.0 metres. The showy,
magenta flowering stems end in a 4-16 inch
flowering spike.
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For more information please visit our
website at: www.leps.bc.ca

government to use native plants in
landscaping;
! Dig up alien invaders from your backyard;
! Minimize disturbance of natural areas in
your local parks by staying on the path and
keeping dogs on leashes; and
! Volunteer with groups holding invasive
species removal days in your community

! Use native plants in your yard;
! Encourage your community and local

invasive species found in your community;

! Educate yourself and neighbours about

So What Can We Do?

An invasive species is a plant or animal living
outside of its natural habitat that displays
aggressive and rapid growth. Their incredible
ability to reproduce, and the absence of natural
predators, enables these invaders to quickly
threaten natural ecological systems. Left
unchecked, invasive species will out-compete
native species and eventually become dominant.
As a result, native species often lose the battle,
overwhelmed by aggressive alien invaders.

Invasive Species are Taking Over!!

Purple loosestrife is a beautiful but aggressive
invasive plant. It was introduced by settlers to
North America in the 1800s for their flower
gardens. Since introduction, purple
loosestrife is now found across much of
Canada and the United States. Purple
loosestrife is a very hardy perennial which can
rapidly degrade wetlands, destroying habitat
for native plants and wildlife. There is
increasing concern that as the plant becomes
more common, it will encroach on farmers’
crops and pasture land.
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(Lythrum salicaria)

Purple
Loosestrife

Challenges:
Also, beekeepers consider purple loosestrife to
be an excellent source of nectar and pollen for
overwintering colonies of bees and without the
flower, there may be significant threat of
economic loss for the industry.

Purple loosestrife also spreads through buried
stems which have the ability to produce shoots
and roots. Thus, incomplete removal initiates
bud growth.

Reproduction:
Purple loosestrife begins to bloom in July and
continues until September or October. Mature
plants produce up to 2.7 million seeds. These
seeds are readily dispersed by water, wind,
animals and humans.

Wetlands are the most biologically diverse,
productive component of our ecosystem.
When purple loosestrife gets a foothold, fish
and wildlife habitat becomes choked by a sea of
purple flowers.

Habitat:
Purple loosestrife occurs in freshwater and
brackish wetlands including cattail marshes,
sedge meadows, and open bogs. It is a
successful colonizer and potential invader of
any wet, disturbed site in North America. It is
thought to have originated in Europe and Asia.
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Blazing Star
Delphinium
False Spirea
Foxglove
Lupine
Lobelia
Obedient Plant
Salvia
Siberian Iris
Spike Speedwell

Alternative
planting to
Purple loosestrife:

Proper disposal of plant material is important. Put all plant pieces in plastic bags and
take the bags to a sanitary landfill site.
Do not compost purple loosestrife (or other invasive species) as seeds may not be
destroyed and plant may reproduce vegetatively.
Be aware: clothes and equipment may transport the small seeds to new areas.
Keep site disturbance to a minimum. Purple loosestrife readily colonizes disturbed sites.
Complete removal of roots is necessary to prevent vegetative reproduction.

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

The best time to control purple loosestrife is between June and August, when it is in
flower because the plants are easily recognized and have not gone to seed.
If roots cannot be pulled out by hand, use a garden fork to ease plants out.
In areas too heavily infested to pull them out, you can cut or dig plants. Cutting
flowering spikes will prevent this year’s seeds from producing plants in future years.
Cut the stems at the ground to inhibit growth
In areas of severe purple loosestrife infestation, the use of specially selected parasitic
insects is being studied.
Watch drainage ditches or streams leading from heavily infested areas, as new purple
loosestrife colonies are likely to become established there.
Chemical control is not recommended as they may leach into the water and
have severe detrimental effects on the ecosystem.
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