Stems are
green, and
covered in fine
hairs. Leaves
are opposite

Varigated
leaves are
silver-white with
green edges, 23 inches long,
and serrated

Flowers are light
yellow and whorled
around the stem of
the plant, appear
May - June
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For more information visit our
web site at: www.leps.bc.ca

government to use native plants in
landscaping;
! Dig up alien invaders from your backyard;
! Minimize disturbance of natural areas in
your local parks by staying on the path and
keeping dogs on leashes; and
! Volunteer with groups holding invasive
species removal days in your community

! Use native plants in your yard;
! Encourage your community and local

invasive species found in your community;

! Educate yourself and neighbours about

So What Can We Do?

An invasive species is a plant or animal living
outside of its natural habitat that displays
aggressive and rapid growth. Their incredible
ability to reproduce, and the absence of natural
predators, enables these invaders to quickly
threaten natural ecological systems. Left
unchecked, invasive species will out-compete
native species and eventually become dominant.
As a result, native species often lose the battle,
overwhelmed by aggressive alien invaders.

Invasive Species are Taking Over!!

Perhaps you might recognize this varigated
vine from your a neighbours hanging basket?
Lamiastrum is commonly sold in nureseries
and garden stores as a desirable ornamental
vine. Beautiful as it is, this trailing creeper has
the tendency to sneak over backyard fences
and invade our natural areas. Extensive root
systems and an incredible regenerative ability
give Lamiastrum an advantage on the forest
floor that is nothing less than outrageous.
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(Lamiastrum galeobdolon)
Also referred to as: Yellow archangel

Lamiastrum

Problems:
Once Lamiastrum gains a foothold outside
of a hanging basket arrangement, it is very
difficult to keep under control. By forming a
dense blanket of leaves, it out-shades
virtually every other plant on the forest
floor. Abundant root systems strangle
remaining shrubs, leaving only
Lamiastrum to thrive.

Reproduction:
Even a small portion of Lamiastrum can
vegetatively reproduce an entire new
plant. Seeds are the secondary mode of
reproduction for this vine, catching rides
on animal and human hosts.

Habitat:
Lamiastrum thrives in both shady and
partial sun exposures. It easily adapts to
both wet and dry soil types; growing in
fields, besides streams, and in the acidic
ground beneath cedar trees.

Year round when temperatures are above 12oC (55oF) but fall and winter are
recommended.
Spray using 2% Roundup and 98% water solution to all foliage. Do not over apply to
the point that the herbicide drips off leaves. Larger stems can be cut then herbicide
applied directly to the cut.
Although this method requires less time, it can harm surrounding desirable
vegetation.

CHEMICAL CONTROL

Hand pulling is the recommended method for Lamiastrum removal. Selective pulling
reduces the negative impact on desired vegetation in the surrounding area.
If you choose to use herbicides be sure to follow all directions and keep in mind
that more is not always better. Be aware that all herbicides have a negative impact
on our environment; try alternatives such as vinegar or organic herbicides.
All parts of the plant can produce a new plant, they must be bagged and disposed of
with refuse. Do not attempt to compost these trimmings - your bin will be filled with
Lamiastrum!

Himalayan and Evergreen Blackberries
Scotch Broom
Himalayan Balsam
English Ivy
Japanese Knotweed

Other invasive plants to keep an eye out for in the
Lower Mainland include:
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