Older growth is
woody with strong
tendrils which
attach to tree bark
and solid ground

Ivy spreads like a blanket over the
ground and up trees

Leaves are generally lobed with 3 to
5 points, although some may not be
lobed at all
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www.leps.bc.ca

government to use native plants in
landscaping;
! Dig up alien invaders from your backyard;
! Minimize disturbance of natural areas in
your local parks by staying on the path and
keeping dogs on leashes; and
! Volunteer with groups holding invasive
species removal days in your community

! Use native plants in your yard;
! Encourage your community and local

invasive species found in your community;

! Educate yourself and neighbours about

So What Can We Do?

An Invasive Species is a plant or animal living
outside of its natural habitat that displays
aggressive and rapid growth. Their incredible
ability to reproduce, and the absence of natural
predators, enables these invaders to quickly
threaten natural ecological systems. Left
unchecked, invasive species will out-compete
native species and eventually become dominant.
As a result, native species often lose the battle,
overwhelmed by aggressive alien invaders.

Invasive Species are Taking Over!

Often valued as attractive ground cover, ivy is
an aggressive evergreen vine with the
potential to threaten all levels of the plant
community. Parks are often at particular risk of
ivy invasion, as plants from residential
gardens escape backyards and search out
new vegetative prey. Not only is ivy capable of
out-shading native ground covers, but it can
also climb trees and shrubs - slowly strangling
and killing everything under its tendrils.

Invas
ive

(Hedera spp.)

Ivy

Problems:
Ivy can have disastrous effects on all
aspects of an ecological system - outcompeting ground cover, shrubs and
even mature trees.

Reproduction:
Ivy can reproduce both through seeds
and vegetatively. In the spring, seeds
are eaten and dispersed by birds. Ivy
regenerates from cuttings and also
produces runners which travel above
ground.

Habitat:
Ivy can be found everywhere from
shady wood lots to sunny fields. It will
grow in wet or dry soils, although it does
not thrive in extremely wet conditions.

Year round, but early spring is recommended.
Monitor throughout the summer.
Until plants are not sprouting in the area.

Selective removal leaves surrounding
vegetation unharmed.

Year round
Until plants are not sprouting in the area.

This technique allows for very selective
removal while desirable vegetation left
unharmed. Unfortunately, this process can be
very labour intensive.

Cut vines around the trunk of the tree to kill
upper portions. Apply a 25% Roundup and
75% water solution to the cross-section of the
lower vines.
Fall and winter to reduce impacts to the trees
and shrubs.
Until plants are not sprouting in the area.

Although this method requires less time, the
host tree or shrub can be harmed by

Spray using 2% Roundup and 98% water
solution to all foliage. Do not over apply to
the point that the herbicide drips off leaves.
Larger stems can be cut then herbicide
Year round when temperatures are above
o
o
12 C (55 F) but fall and winter are
Until plants are not sprouting in the area.

Although this method requires less time,
surrounding desirable vegetation can be
harmed.

How

When

Pros/
Cons

Duration

Trees/shrubs

Chemical Control

Lower vines can be gently removed from the
trunk and branches and pulled from the
ground - removing as much of the root as
possible.

Carefully pull from the ground, taking care to
remove as much of the root as possible.
Remove all parts of the plant from the site.

Ground Cover

Pros/
Cons

Duration

When

How

Trees/shrubs

Ground Cover

Non-chemical Control

Disposal:
All parts of the plant can produce a new plant; they must be bagged and disposed of with
refuse. Do not attempt to compost these trimmings - your bin will be filled with ivy!

If you choose to use herbicides be sure to follow all directions and keep in mind that more is
not always better. Be aware that all herbicides have a negative impact on our environment; try
alternatives such as vinegar or organic herbicides.

Control:
Hand pulling is the best method for ivy removal. Other methods tend to result in greater harm
to surrounding vegetation.

